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Homeless  Deaths  Fall  for  First  Time 

Over  100  Homeless  People  Die  for  Fifth  Straight  Year 


by  Brian  Shott 

On  Christmas  Eve,  1992,  James 
Simmons  lay  freezing  to  death  in  San 
Francisco.  Disoriented  and  confused,  he 
initially  resisted  the  paramedics  who  came 
to  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  250  Front  Street 
and  tried  to  save  him.  He  died  of  a  heart 
attack  in  the  ambulance  on  the  way  to  St. 
Francis  Hospital. 

He  was  34. 

Earlier  the  same  day  at  San  Francisco 
General  Hospital.  Scott  Koehler  died  of  a 
heart  attack  brought  on  by  years  of 
drinking.  His  death  certificate  lists  little 
more  than  his  name,  birth  date,  social 
security  number  and  addiction.  His  body 
was  held  for  a  month,  then  cremated  and 
dumped  into  the  ocean  off  the  Marin  coast 
by  a  city-contracted  mortuary  service  for 
the  indigent  dead. 
He  was  38  years  old. 
During  a  time  of  the  year  known  for 
warmth  and  generosity  among  family  and 
friends,  each  man  died  homeless  and  alone. 

Koehler  and  Simmons  were  two  of  1 1 
homeless  people  to  die  in  December.  1992, 
if  the  close  of  a  bnjtal  ye  or  rha(  took  ihe 
lives  of  over  138  homeless  men  and 
women,  according  to  last  year's  investiga- 
tion of  coroner's  reports  and  mortuary 
service  records  by  the  Tenderloin  Times. 

Now,  the  ninth  homeless  death  study  by 
the  Tenderloin  Times  has  found  that  101 
people  died  homeless  in  San  Francisco 
from  December  1,  1992,  to  November  30, 
1993. 

It  is  the  fifth  straight  year  that  deaths 
have  topped  100 — but  it  is  a  marked 
decrease  from  last  year's  totals. 

Research  by  the  Times  suggests  that  a 
steady  and  coordinated  outreach  to 
homeless  people  could  bring  the  number  of 
deaths  down  even  further. 

A  City  in  Denial 

1993  was  a  year  marked  by  anger, 
frustration  and  confusion  over  the  crisis  of 
homelessness  in  San  Francisco.  Attitudes 
about  the  homeless,  and  public  policies 
aimed  at  them,  showed  everything  from 
concern  to  contempt. 

But  the  cold  months  of  winter  may  have 
brought  more  sympathy  into  the  hearts  of 
the  mayor  and  residents  of  the  city.  On  the 
very  day  that  Simmons  and  Koehler  died, 
in  fact.  Mayor  Frank  Jordan  opened  an 
emergency  winter  shelter  with  130  beds. 

Times  data  suggest  that  the  new  shelter 
may  have  saved  lives.  After  12  deaths  in 
December  1992,  the  next  three  winter 
months  have  6,  8,  and  8  deaths  each — 
lower  than  typical  monthly  totals  last  year. 

Unfortunately,  simple  shelter  cannot 
prevent  the  patterns  of  persistent  health 
problems  and  high-risk  behavior  that  cause 
or  contribute  to  so  many  homeless  deaths. 

As  with  past  years,  the  leading  factor  in 
the  deaths  of  homeless  people  in  1993  was 
drug  or  alcohol  abuse.  Over  43%  of  all 
deaths  were  due  to  drug  abuse,  alcoholism, 
or  a  combination  of  drugs  and  alcohol. 

Illness  and  Addiction:  Consequence  or 
Cause? 

Ricky  Nowell  lived  precariously  close 
to  life  on  the  streets,  in  a  hotel  on  Hyde 
street  in  the  Tenderloin.  According  to 
friends,  his  poor  health  and  addiction  to 
painkillers  and  other  drugs  made  him 
vulnerable  to  many  who  exploit  the 
poverty  of  others. 
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E.T.,a  homeless  San  Franciscan,  stares  intently  at  Times  photographers  as  they 
and  other  homeless  people  discuss  the  perils  and  problems  of  being  homeless. 

Many  stated  repeatedly  that  being  ignored  as  individuals  by  passersby  reflects  the 
widespread  reluctance  by  city  decision-makers  to  directly  confront  the  causes  and 
effects  of  urban  poverty  and  homelessness  with  a  systematic  plan. 


When  his  welfare  check  was  stolen  by 
those  from  whom  he  bought  drugs,  he 
couldn't  pay  rent  and  was  evicted.  After 
spending  a  few  weeks  between  the 
hospitals  and  the  streets,  he  returned  to  the 
same  hotel  to  stay  temporarily  with 
friends. 


He  died  on  June  3  of  a  drug  overdose  on 
the  floor  of  their  apartment. 

On  June  1 ,  two  days  before  Nowell 's 
death.  Mayor  Jordan  submitted  a  chilling 
budget  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 
Declaring  that  "we  simply  can  no  longer 
afford  to  provide  so  many  health  services 


to  so  many  people."  Jordan's  budget 
proposal  would  have  eliminated  half  of  all 
mental  health  and  substance  abuse  pro- 
grams, four  of  eight  community  health 
clinics,  and  all  methadone  beds — many  of 
the  very  programs  that  could  have  helped 
those  seeking  treatment. 

Furthermore,  as  people  spend  more  time 
on  the  streets,  they  are  more  likely  to 
develop  mental  health  and  substance  abuse 
problems,  according  to  a  Stanford  Medical 
School  study  of  Santa  Clara  homeless  men. 

"One  of  the  most  striking  and  sad 
results  of  the  study  was  that  while  addic- 
tive and  mental  disorders  appeared  to  play 
little  or  no  role  in  causing  homelessness  in 
more  than  one-half  of  these  single  adults, 
both  of  these  problems  increased  signifi- 
cantly after  people  lost  their  residences," 
said  Dr.  Marilyn  Winkleby.  an  epidemiolo- 
gist at  the  Stanford  Center  for  Research  in 
Disease  Prevention. 

According  to  her  study,  then,  many 
drug  related  deaths  are  not  at  all  inevitable, 
but  preventable,  since  the  majority  of 
homeless  people  with  such  problems 
developed  these  conditions  after  becoming 
homelessness. 

Homeless  people  also  die  of  natural 
causes  at  much  higher  rates.  For  example, 
heart  disease  is  the  number  one  killer  in  the 
U.S..  claiming  148  people  per  100,000. 
The  1 8  homeless  people  who  died  of  heart 
disease  in  1993,  however,  equal  a  rate  of 
300  people  per  100,000. 

•  Trends  and  Questions 

Michael  Tyrone  Roper,  33,  died  the 
way  of  most  other  homeless  African 
Americans  in  1993:  violently.  Roper, 
however,  took  his  own  life,  crouched 
inside  a  large  cardboard  box  in  an  ivy 
covered  area  near  6th  Street  and  highway 
280.  He  was  found  with  the  gun  still 
clutched  in  his  hand. 

Of  the  six  homicides  in  this  year's 
study,  three  were  Latinos  and  three  were 
African  Americans.  While  37  fewer 
homeless  people  died  this  year  than  last, 
the  number  of  homeless  African  Ameri- 


In  a  tunnel  near  Kezar  in  the  Haight,  a  row  of  homeless  people  some  shelter  from  the  elements. 
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Letters,  OpifMioNs 
ANd  Responses 


Editor: 

Surely  by  this  date  your  attention  has 
been  directed  to  the  several  mis-stated  and/ 
or  untrue  statements  made  in  the  Staff  Re- 
port appearing  on  page  4  of  the  November 
issue  of  the  Tenderloin  Times. 

While  1  feel  sure  that  Hospitality  House 
is  indeed  doing  much  fine  work  on  behalf  of 
the  poor,  homeless,  veterans  and  otherwise 
unfortunate  people  of  San  Francisco,  I  know 
through  close  association  for  many  years 
with  the  Swords  to  Plowshares  organization 
that  they  have  served  on  many,  many 
occassions.  not  merely  peanulbutter  sand- 
wiches, but  nourishing  and  plentiful  hot 
meals  to  our  distressed  and  needy  veterans, 
although  I  do  doubt  they  were  able  to  use 
silver  servicewear.  Their  ever-expanding 
services  in  other  areas  such  as  personal 
counseling,  providing  clothing,  assistance 
in  finding  shelter  and  employment,  and 
indeed  a  great  number  of  fields  have  been 
recognized  by  the  appreciable  segment  of 
our  citizens. 

I  write  this  commentary  as  a  veteran  of 
World  War  II.  having  served  as  a  Woman 
Marine  Water  Survival  instructor.  Cur- 
rently 1  serve  as  Chaplain  (lay)  of  the  Mt. 
Diablo  Chapter  of  the  Women  Marines 
Association. 

The  honor  of  a  reply  from  you  will  be 
greatly  appreciated. 

Very  Truly. 

Mary  M.  Collins 

PUBLISHER'S  REPLY:  The  Times  regrets 
its  mistake  in  reporting  as  fact  an  unsub- 
stantiated allegation  regarding  Swords'  ef- 
fort to  feed  and  otherwise  serve  homeless 
and  other  military  veterans. 

This  was  a  poor  way  to  welcome  this 
excellent  agency  back  to  the  neighborhood 
and  to  mark  the  opening  of  its  new  transi- 
tional housing  facility;  that  it  happened  so 
close  to  Veterans  Day  inadvertently  added 
insult  to  this  injury. 

We  apologize  for  the  harm  caused  by 
this  unfortunate  error. 


Editor: 

I  had  lived  for  several  years  with  the 
realities  of  low  income  living  in  San 
Francisco,  but  I  had  never  put  myself  into 
the  faceless  category  of  a  homeless 
person.  But  an  eviction  notice  set  off  full 
fledged  panic. 

I  was  permanently  entrenched  in  a 
moral  battle  with  my  landlord,  behind  in 
my  rent  and  late  fees  and  once  the 
eviction  process  started  it  moved  forward 
with  frightening  speed.  Panic  became 
paralysis. 

My  call  to  the  Association  of  San 
Francisco  Lawyer  Referral  Service  sent 
me  to  a  Saturday  free  legal  clinic  where  I 
got  a  fifteen  minute  session  with  an 
attorney  named  John  who  said,  "I'll  give 
you  the  answer  in  three  words:  Tender- 
loin Housing  Clinic." 
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The  Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic(THC). 
staffed  by  two  lawyers.  Cathy 
Mosbrucker  and  Mary  Jane  Foran,  some 
volunteers  and  a  staff  of  7  paralegal  and 
law  students,  managed  2000+  eviction 
cases  in  1992  and  has  averaged  188  cases 
per  month  in  1993.  THC  has  an  impres- 
sive success  rate.  90%  of  their  clients  are 
able  to  settle  without  court  and  the  rest 
usually  settle  on  the  morning  of  their 
court  date. 

"If  tenants  receive  legal  papers,  says 
Cathy,  "they  should  come  in  right  away. 
Time  is  critical.  Let  us  decide  how  you 
need  to  respond." 

A  tenant  will  receive  a  notice,  for 
either  3  or  30  days,  depending  upon  the 
reason  for  their  eviction.  They  will  also 
be  served  with  an  Unlawful  Detainer 
lawsuit,  after  which  the  tenant  has  five 
days  including  weekends  to  respond. 
This  is  the  point  at  which  the  Tenderloin 
Housing  Clinic  is  able  to  help  the  tenant. 

Following  the  tenants  intake  appoint- 
ment, the  attorneys  review  the  case, 
decide  if  a  referral  is  needed,  if  the  tenant 
qualifies  for  free  services  and  what  legal 
motions  can  be  filed. 

When  the  tenant  returns  for  their 
second  appointment,  their  paperwork, 
called  Answers,  is  ready  for  them,  they 
are  given  oral  and  written  instructions  and 
told  when  to  return. 

"The  tenant  goes  to  City  Hall  to  file 
the  Answer  themselves.  We  don't 
represent  them  that  way,"  said  Cathy,  "we 
walk  them  through  the  process  and  what 
to  say.  Tenants  need  this  when  they  meet 
the  landlord  and  his  attorney  at  the 
Settlement  Conference." 

THC  was  started  in  1980  by  Hastings 
law  student  Randy  Shaw,  and  is  funded 
by  small  grantsThe  clinic's  law  office  is 
on  Hyde  Street  and  client  fees  are  based 
on  a  sliding  scale. 

"Some  clients  cannot  afford  to  pay. 
"states  Cathy,  "we  provide  a  good 
service.  A  person  who  is  stressed  out 
should  not  be  burdened  with  learning 
legalities  and  a  new  process  by  them- 
selves." 

The  Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic  is 
located  at  49  Powell  Street  on  the  5th 
Floor  or  can  be  reached  at  (415) 
398.0452.  Office  hours  are  Monday 
through  Friday.  10:00  a.  m.to  12:00  p.  m. 
and  1:00  p.m. 
to  3:00  p.  m. 

Another  useful  source  of  assistance  is: 
San  Francisco  Neighborhood  Legal 
Assistance  Foundation  is  also  located  at 
49  Powell  on  the  2nd  Floor  or  can  be 
reached  at  (415)  627.0200.  San  Francisco 
Neighborhood  Legal  Asistance 
Foundation  is  legal  assistance  for  San 
Francisco  low  income  residents  and  deals 
with; 

•  Public  benefits  -  Monday  through 
Friday  9  a.m.  to  12  p.m.  This  includes 
SSI.  Medicare  and  MediCal. 

•  Housing  -  Monday  through  Friday  9 


a.m.  to  12  p.m..  Telephone  inquiries 
only      concerning  tenant  and  /or 
landlord  problems. 

•  Domestic  Violence  -  Tuesday  and 
Thursday  from  1:30  p.m.  to  3:00  p.  m. 

Clients  must  call  first.  Cases  include 
child  custody,  visitation  support  rights, 
and  divorces. 

Makinsey  Haggerty 


Editor: 

(The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  tothe 

Social  Services  Commission) 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Commission: 

I  am  writing  to  express  my  anger  and 
frustration  over  recently  implied  threats  to 
funding  of  different  homeless  programs  if 
anyone  dares  to  speak  out  against  the  Ma- 
trix Program.  I  feel  that  this  is  a  typical  'Old 
Boys  Club"  mentality  and  that  my  personal 
freedom  of  speech  has  been  stepped  upon. 

I  was  homeless  in  Civic  Center  Plaza  for 
two  (2)  years  during  the  "Camp  Agnos"  era. 
While  struggling  with  drug  addiction  and 
basic  survival,  1  still  felt  I  was  due  the 
respect  that  every  human  being  deserves 
and  needs.  1  felt  that  even  though  I  was 
homeless.  I  still  had  Civil  Rights  that  were 
guaranteed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  Maybe  I  was  a  little  crazy,  but  I  fell 
that  I  had  a  right  to  decide  when  and  where 
I  would  seek  treatment  for  my  addiction  and 
mental  disorders  and  when  and  where  I 
would  spend  money  (the  little  G.A.  I  did 
receive)  to  live.  I  felt  I  could  decide  which 
hotel  was  safe,  sanitary,  and  liveable  for  the 
over  75%  of  my  only  income  1  would  have 
to  pay  to  not  be  homeless  or  if  it  was  more 
cost  effective  to  live  in  the  Plaza  and  take 
my  chances  with  the  legal  system  and  all  the 
hassles  and  have  enough  money  to  eat.  do 
laundry,  and  otherwise  live  with  a  small 
amount  of  dignity. 

Well,  left  to  my  own  decisions,  1  went  to 
the  Haight  Ashbury  Drug  Detox  Clinic,  got 
clean,  and  then  went  about  finding  housing 
that  I  could  afford  (with  roommates)  that 
was  decent,  safe  and  not  in  the  public's 
eyes.  I  began  volunteering  (fulltime)  with  a 
local  non-profit  agency  to  go  about  helping 
my  friends  and  others  who  were  still  bat- 
tling with  society's  disease  of  homelessness. 
I  felt  that  if  I  could  rise  above  the  situation 
and  come  out  alive,  that  I  owed  it  to  others 
and  to  myself  to  speak  out  from  my  experi- 
ence with  homelessness  in  an  effort  to  bring 
about  positive  solutions  to  the  crisis.  About 
a  year  later  I  was  hired  full-time  by  another 
non-profit  housing  agency  because  of  my 
experience  with  homelessness  and  because 
of  my  dedication  to  helping  homeless  people 
and  to  speaking  out  for  them  even  when  it 
was  or  is  not  "fashionable  or  politically 
correct". 

Now.  as  I  have  been  working  to  help 
create  and  maintain  permanent,  affordable 
housing  for  homeless  people  for  over  two 
(2)  years,  there  is  this  element  of  fear  to 
speak  out  against  the  Matrix  Program  in  the 
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non-profit  community.  It  is  implied  that  our 
city  funding  (including  a  major  amount  of 
monies  from  the  Department  of  Social  Ser- 
vices) could  be  put  in  jeopardy  if  anyone 
from  our  agency  identifies  with  the  forces 
that  are  battling  the  Matrix  Program.  So.  if 
you  help  pay  for  someone's  paycheck,  then 
that  person  loses  theirconstitutional  right  to 
free  speech?  I've  never  heard  it  put  that 
way.  but  that  is  certainly  what  is  being 
implied. 

I  feel  I  was  hired  for  my  willingness  to 
speak  up  for  the  rights  of  hoemless  people. 
Now,  I  feel  that  if  I  speak  up  for  those  rights 
I  will  be  putting  not  only  my  job  on  the  line, 
but  the  jobs  of  my  co-workers  as  well.  I  took 
personal  time  1  had  accrued  off  today  so  I 
could  come  here  to  speak  out  against  the 
Matrix  Program  so  1  could  feel  good  about 
myself  as  a  person  again.  I  really  felt  that  by 
not  speaking  out  against  the  Matrix  Pro- 
gram. I  was  betraying  all  the  homeless  people 
that  I  have  agreed  to  and  have  a  commit- 
ment to  support  and  defend. 

1  sincerely  hope  that  the  "Old  Boys  Club" 
will  not  look  for  my  name  and  find  out  who 
I  work  for  and  cut  our  funding.  That  would 
certainly  confirm  my  worst  fears  about  our 
local  city  government. 

The  Matrix  Program  is  painfully  wrong. 
It  penalizes  those  persons  who  are  without 
housing  for  being  in  that  situation.  If  you 
want  to  help  fix  the  problem,  start  by  not 
being  a  part  of  the  problem.  Stop  taking 
away  funding  from  places  that  are  really 
helping.  Stop  blaming  the  homeless  for 
society's  bigger  picture  problems.  Encour- 
age treatment  and  positive  change.  Stop 
mandating  it.  If  a  person  wants  substance 
abuse  treatment  or  mental  health  treatment 
then  there  is  a  good  chance  it  will  work.  If 
they  do  not  want  it.  leave  it  for  those  who 
want  the  help,  there  are  plenty  of  them  out 
there. 

The  best  way  to  encourage  people  into 
treatment  (and  off  the  streets)  is  to  offer  real 

jobs  with  real  wages  that  wilJ  pay  for  a  "San 

Francisco  Rent",  for  food  on  the  table,  and 
a  few  of  life's  necessities  that  most  of  us 
take  for  granted. 

In  an  economy  such  as  ours,  without  any 
real  hope  of  getting  a  good  job  (or  any  job), 
what  big  incentive  do  folks  have  to  shape 
up?  The  bitter  oppression  of  living  in  a 
filthy  hotel  room  with  roaches,  rats,  and 
their  "new  found  sobriety",  and  the  security 
of  knowing  that  if  another  hotel  resident 
doesn't  break  into  their  room  and  steal  their 
stuff,  the  Management  certainly  will! 

If  you  put  as  much  time,  energy,  and 
money  into  creating  jobs  and  providing 
treatment  on  demand  as  you  do  on  Police 
harassment  of  homeless  people,  real  posi- 
tive change  might  ensue.  At  least  you 
would  be  offering  real  help  to  those  who 
need  it  instead  of  making  the  problem  worse. 

I  certainly  hope  you  will  listen  to  my 
complaints  and  arguments  against  the  Ma- 
trix Program  as  well  as  the  implied  threats  to 
organizations  who  dare  to  speak  out  against 
the  city.  The  people  of  this  city  and  country 
will  not  tolerate  a  government  who  basks  in 
the  "community's  consent  and  support"  of 
a  program  when  those  who  oppose  it  are 
"silenced"  by  your  budgets. 

In  the  name  of  what  is  right. 

Robert  Wilson 
Taxpaying  Citizen 
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No  Cause  For  Celebration 


For  the  ninth  year  in  a  row.  The 
Tenderloin  Times  has  conducted  a 
heartbreaking  task — an  annual  report  on 
the  number  and  circumstances  of  people 
who  have  died  homeless  in  our  city  over 
the  past  year. 

We  found  that  101  people  died 
homeless  from  December,  1992  through 
November.  1993.  We  also  found— like 
every  year  past — that  many  of  these 
deaths  were,  beyond  doubt,  preventable. 

It  is  too  common  and  too  easy  for  the 
statistics  of  homelessness  to  mask  the 
humanity  behind  each  number — one  of 
the  6.000  to  10,000  each  night  who  are 
without  a  home,  one  of  the  about  25.000 
who  become  homeless  during  the 
calendar  year,  and  one  of  the  101  who 
died  over  the  past  year. 

Homelessness  describes  only  a 
person's  condition.  It  describes  nothing 
about  their  likes  or  dislikes,  their  habits, 
their  memories  of  friends,  or  their 
feelings  about  life,  literature,  the  Giants, 
or  God. 

It  comes  nowhere  near  to  describing 
how  Michael  D.  Hopper  felt  before  dying, 
what  crossed  his  mind  as  the  sun  set  while 
he  lay  on  his  bedroll  in  Buena  Vista  Park; 

or  what  Elizabeth  Tudor  considered  as 
her  life  slipped  away  on  a  narrow 
staircase,  her  sweater  caught  up  on  a 
protruding  nail  above  her  head; 

or  what  flickered  in  the  thoughts  of 
Lisa  Beltran  while  she  lay  under  her 
blanket,  minutes  before  death,  her 
crumpled  body  alone  in  the  mid-morning 
rush  of  crowds  on  the  sidewalk  at  Market 
and  8th  Streets. 

This  report  is  done  to  bring  to  life,  and 
to  color  with  dignity,  all  those  people  who 
have  died  in  such  anonymity. 

The  best  way  to  remember  and 
memorialize  these  people  is  not  to  look 
back  with  remorse  at  the  past  but  to  focus 
our  attention  and  efforts  forward  to  a 
more  hopeful  future. 

The  past  is  pockmarked  with  political 
fingerpointing  and  name  calling  disguised 
by  all  sides  as  public  discourse.  The 
persistent  debate  over  whether  homeless 
people  are  drunks,  addicts  and  bums,  or 
just  people  with  no  homes  and  no 
problems,  is  a  red  herring — just  talking 
about  the  problem  of  homelessness  like 
this  drowns  out  any  talk  about  any 
solutions  for  homeless  people. 

At  present,  the  practical  and  political 
energies  of  people  on  all  sides  of  the 
homeless  issue  are  being  spent  on  a  battle 
over  Matrix.  It  is  clear  that  neither  the 
battle  nor  Matrix  do  anything  to  help 
people  who  are  homeless  find  a  perma- 
nent way  off  the  street. 

We  know  that  a  strategy  of  coordi- 
nated outreach  together  with  immediate 
program  placement  is  an  effective  and 
cost-conscious  one.  The  great  irony  of 
Matrix  is  that  its  outreach  component, 
which  our  research  suggests  may  be 
related  to  a  decrease  in  homeless  deaths, 
is  relegated  to  the  tiniest  of  back  burners 
as  a  city  strategy. 

It  costs  the  city  fifteen  dollars  a  night 
to  provide  shelter  and  services  for  a 
homeless  person,  which  also  gives  that 
person  a  genuine  chance  to  get  off  the 
street  for  good.  To  cite  that  same  person 
under  Matrix — and  then  leave  him  or  her 
on  the  street — costs  the  city  twenty-three 
dollars,  leaving  that  homeless  person  with 
nothing  but  a  seventy-six  dollar  citation 


that  gets  him  nowhere. 

This  is  a  far-too  common  example  of 
our  city  using  the  least  effective  and  most 
expensive  strategy  to  create  little  more 
than  a  mere  perception  of  action.  Let  us 
commit  ourselves  to  a  future  approach 
that  is  more  effective  and  less  expensive. 

That  future  lies  in  our  city's  Twelve 
Point  Policy  on  Homelessness.  It  was 
developed  by  Mayor  Dianne  Feinstein 
and  signed  into  law  by  Mayor  Art  Agnos. 
It  is  an  ambitious,  innovative  and  reality- 
based  strategy.  It  has  in  its  great  favor  the 
fact  that  it  has  been  embraced  by  people 
representing  every  side  of  the  bitter 
debate  surrounding  homeless  people. 

However,  the  strategy  has  been 
ignored  through  three  successive  mayoral 
administrations. 

We  are  convinced  that  now  is  the  best 
chance  for  San  Francisco  leaders  to  move 
beyond  the  bitterly  contested  narrow 
vision  of  Matrix. 

That  this  strategy  exists  now  as  an 
adopted  city  policy,  relieving  it  somewhat 
of  the  burden  of  political  gamesmanship, 
is  only  part  of  its  appeal.  The  Twelve 
Point  Policy  takes  all  aspects  of  the 
homeless  problem  into  account,  providing 
for  housing,  education,  emergency  shelter 
and  transition  into  permanant  housing, 
among  other  essentials. 

It  is  a  plan  whose  vision  is  not  limited 
by  the  narrow  confines  of  a  stretched  city 
budget,  but  that  also  reaches  out  into  the 
public  and  private  sectors  to  build  a  city- 
wide  consolidated  effort  to  pool  any  and 
all  available  resources  in  pursuit  of  a 
lasting  solution. 

Because  the  plain  truth  of  the  matter  is, 
government  is  simply  not  capable  of 
dealing  with  the  problem  of  homelessness 
on  its  own.  Government  and  community 
must  work  together. 

Too  many  of  the  101  deaths  this 
year — like  every  year  past — were 
preventable. 

For  nine  years  now,  the  Times  has 
been  the  only  organization  in  the  nation — 
governmental,  private,  or  medical — that 
has  performed  an  annual  survey  of  the 
number  and  causes  of  homeless  deaths. 

And  each  year — based  upon  the 
findings  of  our  investigation — we  have 
led  the  call  for  a  preventive  public  health 
program  to  reduce  such  deaths  for 
homeless  people. 

In  1993,  the  average  age  of  a  homeless 
person  at  death  was  42.  More  than  half  of 
these  deaths  were  due  to  drug  overdoses, 
heart  disease,  and  alcohol-related  causes. 
Other  leading  causes  of  death  included 
injury,  pnuemonia,  hypothermia  and 
AIDS. 

The  incidence  of  death  for  homeless 
people  is  between  two  andthree  times  the 
national  death  rate. 

The  evidence  is  overwhelming. 

It  is  crucial  now  for  our  city's  limited 
resources  to  be  directed  towards  a  well- 
conceived  and  principled  strategy — like 
the  already  existing  Twelve  Point 
Policy — and  towards  a  preventive  health 
care  program  that  would  begin  to  immedi- 
ately lower  the  death  toll. 

In  the  meantime,  the  health  of  home- 
less people  becomes  worse,  their  death 
certificates  begin  to  pile  up — quickly 
forgotten  and  disproportionately  high — 
and  homeless  people's  lives  are  held  as 
cruel  hostages  to  the  ideological  gridlock 
that  besets  our  city. 


RETRACTION 

In  our  November  issue,  we  ran  a  story  which  implied  that  Swords  to 
Plowshares,  a  self-help  organization  for  military  veterans,  did  not  serve  a 
high  quality  meal  at  a  recent  Veteran's  Day  Celebration.  This  item  was 
incompletely  researched  and  inaccurately  presented. 

As  the  publisher  of  the  Tenderloin  Times,  Hospitality  House  apologizes 
for  this  error. 
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Liek  this  homeless  man  silling  on  a  city  bench.  San  Francisco's  homeless  strategy 
since  J  982  has  not  moved. 


OP-ED 


Back  to  the  Future 

When  residents  and  businesses  led  the 
Tenderloin 


By  Phil  Faight 

Forty  years  ago  when  my  grandmother 
lived  on  Hyde  Street  and  worked  on  Ellis 
Street,  we  would  walk  back  to  her 
apartment  after  dinner  with  never  a 
thought  about  our  personal  safety.  Today 
neighborhood  residents  fear  for  their  lives 
in  broad  daylight. 

The  solution  to  the  present  sorry 
situation  is  this: 

•  To  return  control  of  the  Tenderloin  to 
its  residents  and  business-people;  and, 

•  To  take  that  neighborhood  control 
back  from  the  combine  of  social  service 
agencies  and  city  government  that  has 
brought  us  to  this  terrible  point. 

Operating  a  business  here  for  the  last 
ten  years,  I  have  observed  things  going 
from  bad  to  worse,  and  at  a  proportion- 
ately greater  degree  than  anywhere  else  in 
town.  This  didn't  just  happen — it  was 
planned!  It  was  produced  and  directed 
with  promises  for  a  better  neighborhood 
and  empowered  residents. 

Collusion  between  City  Hall  and  the 
social  service  agencies  has  brought  us  to 
the  very  gates  of  hell. 

The  Tenderloin  has  long  been  the 
dumping  ground  for  every  social  problem 
that  our  municipal  government  hoped  to 
contain  lest  it  contaminate  nice  neighbor- 
hoods. Hand  in  hand  with  the  politicians 
are  the  sociologists  and  the  well- 
intentioned  but  mis-directed,  providing 
assurances  that  they  will  alleviate  the 
problem. 

This  municipal  government-social 
service  agency  coalition  has  been 
successful  far  beyond  their  wildest 
dreams.  City  Hall  has  done  such  a  great 
job  of  containment  that  the  Tenderloin 
has  one  of  the  densest  concentration  of 
social  service  agencies  west  of  the 
Mississippi  River.  Social  service  agencies 
have  flourished  in  the  Tenderloin  with 
ever-expanding  programs  and  payrolls. 

All  of  this  "success"  attracts  to  our 
neighborhood  all  of  the  "most  unfortu- 
nates" and  the  thugsthat  prey  on  them,  as 
well  as  residents. 

Forty  years  ago  the  neighborhood  was 
controlled  by  its  residents  and  businesses. 
It  is  time  for  those  residents  and  busi- 


nesses to  take  back  their  neighborhood. 
The  coalition  of  outsiders,  self-appointed 
at  that,  have  failed  miserably  to  nurture  a 
better  neighborhood.  Their  expanded 
programs  or  political  careers  have  been 
wrought  at  the  expense  of  an  enhanced 
neighborhood; 

"the  king  is  wearing  no  clothes." 

Two  years  ago  the  North  of  Market 
Planning  Coalition  published  "Tenderloin 
2000."  This  neighborhood  plan  docu- 
mented interviews  with  more  than  two 
thousand  residents  and  workers  in  the 
Tenderloin.  Public  safety  was  the  first  and 
foremost  concern.  The  plan  makes 
numerous  suggestions  for  a  better 
neighborhood,  including  a  moratorium  on 
any  more  social  service  agencies  or  their 
programs  locating  here. 

For  years  I  have  attended  numerous 
meetings  every  week  wherein  we  discuss 
neighborhood  problems,  but  nothing  ever 
changed.  Now  I  realize  that  it  was  not  in 
the  best  interests  of  City  Hall  or  the  social 
service  agencies. 

If  we  are  to  effect  the  directives  of  the 
"Tenderioin  2000"  concerning  public 
safety  we  must  take  control  of  the  North 
of  Market  Planning  Coalition.  We  cannot 
leave  these  efforts  to  the  people  who  laid 
the  problems  on  our  doorstep. 

The  outsiders  who  have  controlled  our 
neighborhood  for  so  long  constantly  talk 
about  "empowering  the  people."  I  call 
upon  all  residents  and  businesses  to  be 
"empowered."  Become  a  North  of  Market 
Planning  Coalition  member  (only  $3.00). 
and  you  can  vote  in  the  January  election 
for  new  board  members,  or  perhaps  you 
will  consider  standing  for  election.  We 
need  residents  and  businesses  to  bring 
new  life  and  direction  to  an  organization 
bogged  down  in  its  past. 

N.O.M.P.C.  can  have  a  vision  as  great 
as  that  of  the  neighborhood  residents  and 
businesses,  but  only  if  we  are  empowered 
to  make  it  truly  a  Tenderloin  neighbor- 
hood nrpnni7atinn 

— Phillip  Faight  is  a  longtime 
resident  of  the  Tenderloin.  He  has 
been  in  business  here  for  many  years, 
and  is  currently  the  owner  of  Caff e 
Rialto  on  Eddy  Street. 
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Continued  from  page  one 

cans  who  died  decreased  only  by  one.  lo 
Tlck  of  the  total.  African  Americans 
represent  12%  of  the  population  in  San 
Francisco. 

Other  significant  trends  include  the 
following: 

•  AIDS  took  the  lives  of  8  people  — 
two  less  than  last  year,  but  a  slightly  higher 
percentage  of  the  population. 

•  There  was  only  one  confirmed  suicide, 
down  from  seven  last  year. 

•  The  average  age  at  death  was  42.6 
years  old.  similar  to  last  years  4 1 . 

A  Decrease? 

No  one  knows  how  many  homeless 
people  are  living  in  San  Francisco — and 
nor  does  anyone  know  how  many  home- 
less people  have  died  in  total  this  past  year. 

After  years  of  promises,  the  Coroner's 
Office  still  has  no  system  to  methodically 
document  homeless  deaths.  Homeless 
people  with  old>  addresses — or  even 
temporary  addresses — are  not  identified  as 
homeless  in  Coroner's  reports.  The 
Department  of  Health's  only  attention  to 
this  matter  was  recently  stopped  by  the 
loss  of  federal  funds. 

It  is  also  possible  that  San  Francisco  has 
succeeded  in  discouraging  homeless 
people  from  coming  or  staying  in  the  city. 
Certainly,  desperate  circumstances  have 
caused  this  population  to  become  increas- 
ingly visible  but  the  actual  death  toll  may 
not  relect  a  per  capita  decrease. 

A  look  at  the  number  of  deaths  per 
month  reveals  a  correlation  with  the  start 
of  the  controversial  Matrix  program.  The 
Matrix  program  is  primarily  a  police  effort 
to  enforce  "quality  of  life"  offenses: 
sleeping  in  parks,  panhandling,  and 
"encamping,"  for  example. 

The  program's  goals,  tactics  and  cost 
have  been  widely  debated.  The  mayor  has 


presented  data  listing 
600  referrals  to  social 
service  agencies. 
However,  the  same 
data  shows  that  at 
least  5,000  contacts 
between  police  and 
the  homeless  have 
been  "enforcement 
actions":  the  issuing 
of  S76  citations. 

The  high  number 
of  contacts  between 
Matrix  officers  and 
homeless  people 
should  result  in  a  few 
lives  saved  each 
month.  In  several 
days  of  photograph- 
ing homeless  San 
Franciscans,  two 
Tenderloin  Times 
photographers  lound 
one  homeless  man 

who  was  within  days  of  death.  They  were 
able  to  get  him  much  needed  hospitaliza- 
tion. 

The  issue  being  debated  is  not  whether 
street  outreach  is  the  right  strategy  but 
whether  using  police  resources  is  the  best 
tactic  for  implementing  it.  When  the  city 
has  an  abundance  of  crime  and  a  shortage 
of  officers  in  a  time  of  dwindling  re- 
sources, the  question  is  whether  taxpayer 
dollars  are  better  spent  more  wisely  to 
achieve  the  same  result. 

Jerry  Biebelheimer,  a  member  of  the 
Matrix  program's  small  outreach  compo- 
nent, thinks  that  his  team  has  made 
important  interventions.  Getting  quick 
access  to  hospital  services  has  been  easier 
through  Matrix.  When  bringing  one  dying 
homeless  man  to  San  Francisco  General 
Hospital,  Biebelheimer  said,  "We  were 
able  to  say  that  we  were  with  Matrix,  and 
we  got  a  real  quick  response"  from  the 
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Mr.  Morris  Sam 
being  given  aid 
by  Fire  and 
Re.wue  personell 
and  paramedics 
as  he  lay  in  the 
parking  lot  of  St. 
Mary  '.\ 

The  Mobile 
Assistance  Patrol 
had  also 
responded  to  a 
call  about  Mr. 
Sam 


— Reuben  Anderson,  Robin  Flinchum,  Jeremy  Hay  and  Mindy  Swanson 

contributed  to  this  report. 


Comparison  of  Homeless  Deaths, 
1992  and  1993,  by  Month 
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emergency  room  staff. 

Of  833  homeless  people  contacted  by 
the  outreach  teams.  246  were  given 
referals  to  the  Mission  Hotel,  acquired  by 
the  program  for  temporary  housing,  180 
checked  into  the  hotel,  and  43  were  able  to 
get  into  housing  programs  through  the 
Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic.  Conard  House, 
or  other  housing  programs. 

Jim  Buick,  the  Department  of  Social 
Services'  Homeless  Coordinator,  says  that 
"police  stay  in  the  background"  on  the 
outreach  teams,  playing  a  "very  minimal 
role."  The  police  officer  is  present  for 
"5150's":  people  deemed  dangerous  to 
themselves  or  others  and  placed  on  72- 
hour  holds. 

However.  Sgt.  Forrest  Fulton.  SFPD 
mental  health  liaison,  reported  to  the 
Mayor's  Office  last  year  that  the  average 
length  of  a  5 1 50  was  about  four  hours  due 
to  overcrowding  at  Psychiatrict  Emergency 


Services  at  SF  General  Hospital.  In  past 
years,  5 1 50s  have  constituted  many  of  the 
suicides  in  the  homeless  death  study. 

"Cops  Call  it  Homicide" 

The  evening  newspaper  blared  this 
headline  on  September  8,  1993  when 
building  code  violations  resulted  in  one 
person  's  death  in  a  South  of  Market  hotel 
fire.  Talk  of  prosecuting  this  "crime" 
dissipated  when  it  turned  out  that  this  hotel 
was  contracted  by  the  city  to  house 
homeless  people. 

The  irony  is  that,  had  it  been  a  homeless 
person  who  died,  their  address  in  a 
temporary  residence  would  have  excluded 
them  from  this  survey. 

It  would  seem  that  counting  homeless 
deaths  is  not  enough  to  make  homeless 
people  count. 


Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a  special  program  that  may  meet  your 
special  financial  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program  can  help 
you  get  a  loan  faster  than  you  think! 

Our  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are  more  affordable  especially  for  families 
with  limited  annual  household  income  and  for  small  businesses  with  limited  capital. 

Our  loan  representatives  can  assist  you  in  determining  your  eligibility. 
Highlights  of  the  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program  are  as  follows: 


FEATURES/BENEFITS 
Purpose  of  Loan 


Qualifications 


Loan  Amount 
Repayment 
Interest  Rate 


Education.  Job  Training.  Personal  (family  emergency  needs). 
Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle  (e.g. 
Truck)  with  commercial  registration. 

Clean  Credit  History,  Annual  Household  Income  of  $  1 7,000 
or  less  for  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal;  or 

Initial  Capital  of  $30,000,  or  less 

for  Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 
Up  to  $15,000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 
Up  to  84  months 

4%  Annual  Percentage  Rate,  Fixed 


Please  contact  Bank  of  Canton  of  California  Loan  Representatives 
to  find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 

San  Francisco/Bay  Area:  4 1 5/39 1  -89 1 2 
415/421-5215 
415/989-4088 
415/681-5333 

Oakland/East  Bay :  51 0/45 1-5600 

Greater  Los  Angeles  Area:  8 1 8/289-4 1 10 
213/629-2548 


CEO 

LENDER  WMa^a^ 


MINK  OF  CANTON 

of  cmiFOftNin 


A  Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 
Established  1937  Member  FDIC 

We  reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices  and  requirements  at  any  time  without  notice. 
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Out  of  the  Fog 


by  Keith  Fowler 

Malikia  Hadi,  Malikia  meaning 
"Queen  of  the  Sun  Guides,"  and  Hadi. 
meaning  "The  One  Who  Shows  the 
Way."  is  the  African  chosen  name  of 
Rosa  Johnson,  a  recovering  poly  drug 
user  and  survivor  of  incest  who  has  come 
out  of  the  fog  of  addiction  and  made  her 
way  back  into  the  clear  lighted  sky  again. 

Fulfilling  the  prophecy  of  her  name. 
Milikia  now  shows  the  way  as  a  sub- 
stance abuse  counselor  and  coordinator 
for  "Facts  on  Crack — Women  on  the 
Move  to  Recovery."  at  Glide  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Milikia,  50.  has  been  eight  years  clean, 
but  the  road  to  her  recovery  was  a  long 
and  challenging  one. 

Bom  Rosa  Johnson  in  West  Oakland 
in  1943.  she  was  the  oldest  of  five 
children  and  the  only  girl.  Rosa's  mother, 
a  country  girl  from  Waxashatchy,  Texas, 
was  only  fifteen  when  Rosa  was  bom. 
She  relied  heavily  upon  the  older  girl,  but 
"1  was  treated  like  a  princess  at  an  early 
age  during  the  daytime,"  Rosa  says. 

It  was  at  night  that  things  were 
difficult  for  her.  "At  night  my  stepfather 
was  committing  abominable  things  to  his 
child,"  Rosa  says.  He  appeared  to  be  a 
stable  member  of  the  community, 
working  hard  on  the  railroad  and  working 
hard  to  take  care  of  the  children  while  he 
was  molesting  Rosa  where  no  one  could 
see.  Rosa  worked  hard  at  hiding  her  pain 
in  a  myriad  of  ways  that  would  play 
themselves  out  later  in  her  young  adult 
life. 

At  14.  Rosa  sought  acceptance  in 
drugs  and  alcohol.  Her  school  work 
began  to  suffer  as  she  dabbled  in  gam- 
bling and  then  eventually  ended  up 
pregnant  at  15.  Rosa  married  her  high 
school  sweetheart  and  and  gave  birth  to  a 
little  boy  at  the  age  of  16.  Rosa  had 
another  child  nearly  every  year  thereafter 
until  she  found  herself,  at  21.  with  four 
children,  no  husband,  and  no  means  of 
support. 

In  a  daring  effort  to  provide  for  herself 
and  her  children  Rosa,  who  looked  closer 
to  1 2  than  to  2 1 .  took  to  the  streets.  Her 
career  as  a  "lady  of  the  night"  (quick 
change  artist,  booster,  etc.),  lasted  three 
years  while  she  hustled  the  streets  of  San 
Francisco  and  the  East  Bay  peripherals, 
becoming  more  and  more  addicted  to 


pills,  alcohol,  hallucinogens,  and  any 
other  "trash"  she  was  given. 

Rosa  estimates  that  she  once  took  over 
300  hits  of  acid  in  a  year's  time,  and  "I 
still  live  to  tell  about  it."  she  says.  "I'm 
proud  that  I'm  around  today  to  tell  it." 

Eventually,  however,  Rosa  began  to 
develop  a  different  career  by  learning 
hair  sculpturing — or  more  simply 
braiding.  Braiding  became  the  means 
through  which  Rosa  was  able  to  lift 
herself  up,  but  not  quite  out  of  her 
struggle  with  drugs  and  alcohol. 

Rosa  began  teaching  the  cultural  and 
historical  significance  of  braiding  to  the 
people  of  her  community  in  Los  Angeles, 
where  she  was  living  during  that  time. 
Word  of  her  teachings  spread  and  Rosa 
gave  demonstrations  and  lectures  all 
across  the  United  States. 

In  1978,  Rosa  was  asked  to  be  a  guest 
lecturer  at  the  Smithsonian  Institute  in 
Washington.  D.C.  Rosa,  by  then  called 
Milikia,  was  added  to  the  permanent 
archives  of  the  Smithsonian  as  the 
"Queen  of  Braids." 

Also  in  the  70's,  Milikia  was  acting  as 
hairdresser  to  Phillip  Bailey,  one  of  the 
lead  singers  for  the  well-known  group 
"Earth.  Wind  and  Fire."  Bailey  recom- 
mended her  work  to  singer/songwriter 
Stevie  Wonder,  and  Milikia  became 
Wonder's  personal  hairdresser  for  the 
next  fifteen  years. 

"Stevie  was  a  very  loving,  understand- 
ing and  compassionate  man,"  says 
Milikia.  "Working  for  him  gave  me  an 
opportunity  to  travel  around  the  world 
and  visit  48  states  in  the  United  States." 

Her  work  with  Wonder,  she  says,  was 
very  intense  and  gratifying,  but  during  a 
three-month  road  trip  called  the  "Hotter 
than  July  Tour."  Milikia  discovered 
freebase  cocaine.  At  the  end  of  the  tour. 
"I  had  a  raging  $100  a  day  addiction."  she 
says. 

Her  addiction  soon  escalated.  Milikia 
says  she  was  a  funtional  addict  with 
plenty  of  money,  which  gave  her  to 
believe  she  did  not  need  any  help.  This 
continued  for  two  and  a  half  years,  until 
Wonder  eventually  became  aware  that  not 
only  his  hairdresser,  but  also  his  drummer 
and  half  the  members  of  his  band  were 
addicted  to  freebase. 

"My  first  exposure  to  recovery  came 
from  Stevie  offering  to  send  me  to  a 
program  in  Hawaii  costing  $10,000," 


Photo  Courtesy  ot  Malikia  Hadi 
Malikia  Hadi  poses  with  her  friend  and  former  mentor,  Stevie  Wonder,  in  a 
 publicity  shot.  


Milikia  says.  She  gladly  accepted  and 
spent  the  next  four  months  in  a  recovery 
program  in  Maui.  She  was  focusing  at 
that  time  on  her  freebase  addiction,  but 
she  would  later  realize  that  she  had  a 
lifetime  of  dysfunctional  behavior, 
negative  thought  patterns  and  other 
addictions  to  recover  from. 

"But  it  was  the  starting  point  of  my 
recovery,"  Rosa  sighs  in  relief.  "And  the 
starting  of  my  recovery  was  like  a  brand 
new  day.  It  was  an  opening,  enlighten- 
ment was  within  my  reach  because  I  took 
God  as  my  personal  friend." 

"I  wasn't  fortunate  enough  to  be 
exposed  to  programs  such  as  Glide.  All  I 
had  was  an  undying  faith  in  something 
better,  and  a  belief  that  it  was  lime  to 
reach  for  it.  I  sold  my  house,  packed  up 
my  belongings  and  went  to  Jamaica,  and  I 
had  a  spiritual  awakening  that  communed 
me  to  God,"  Milikia  says. 

Even  then  Milikia  had  not  hit  the  rock 
bottom  that  would  eventually  lead  her  to  a 
lasting  change  and  a  commitment  to  work 
the  "twelve  steps  to  the  road  of  recovery." 

Milikia  looks  forward  to  the  future 


now.  She  supports  herself  with  her 
braiding  and  aside  from  the  counseling 
she  does  at  the  Glide  center,  she  is 
working  toward  building  up  her  family 
business,  promoting  the  marketing  of 
braid  products,  encouraging  young  people 
and  families  to  explore  their  own  creativ- 
ity, and  publishing  books  about  her 
international  research  on  braids. 

As  a  student.  Milikia  has  learned 
expertise  at  cornrowing.  extensions  and 
bead  applications.  As  a  teacher,  she  has 
shared  her  knowledge  of  cultural 
cornrowing  and  body  adornment  at  the 
Inner  City  Cultural  Institute.  As  an 
enterpreneur,  she  founded  Uwan — 
Women  Artists  Network  in  Los  Angeles 
and  began  "Milikia/First  Lady  of  Braids." 
Black  Review/Palavra  Quarterly  in 
Washington  D.C.  Essence  Magazine 
published  an  article  by  Milikia  called 
"Fact  Sheet:  Care  for  Cornrows." 

Milikia  has  won  several  awards  for  her 
work,  including  a  Grammy  for  her  work 
on  the  "Secret  Life  of  Plants"  album 
cover.    Today,  she  says,  she  is  just 
starting  to  practice  rebirth. 


From  An  Empty 
Bottle  To  A  Full  Life 

by  Reuben  Anderson 

"At  times  I  thought  I  would  die  on  the 
streets,  and  sometimes... and  I  thought  I 
would  leave  town  before  I  died  on  these 
streets,  but  actually  I  really  didn't  know 
and  really  didn't  care,"  says  Robert 
Evans,  a  Mobile  Assistaance  Patrol  driver 
in  San  Francisco.  , 

Evans.  41 .  is  also  recovering  from 
years  of  drug  and  alcohol  abuse  and 
living  on  the  streets  in  the  Tenderloin.  He 
has  been  clean  since  May  28.  1990. 

Evans'  history  of  substance  abuse 
began  when  he  was  12  years  old,  living  in 
Los  Angeles  with  uncles  who  gave  him 
permission  to  experiment. 

"My  uncles  were  alcoholics  and  heroin 
users,  and  they  gave  me  the  opportunity 
to  experiment  with  alcohol  and  drugs  at  a 
young  age.  And  at  that  point  in  my  life,  I 
began  to  lose  my  self-respect  and  pride." 
said  Evans. 

Drinking  hard  whiskey  and  shooting 
dope  in  the  tough  streets  of  L.A.  was  as 
much  a  part  of  living  as  eating  every  day. 
says  Evans,  but  it  wasn't  long  before  he 
called  it  quits  in  L.A.  and  moved  to  San 
Francisco.  He  came  to  San  Francisco,  he 
says,  with  the  intention  of  "living  off  the 
fat  of  the  land."  He  thought  he  could 
survive  with  or  without  work. 

"I  became  homeless  after  I  moved 
from  L.A.  to  San  Francisco,"  said  Evans. 

Using  old  con  games  and  fast  talk  to 
survive  the  streets,  Evans  eventually 
wound  up  in  the  penitentiary.  While  he 
was  serving  time.  Evans  says,  he  com- 
pleted a  heavy  equipment  operator's 


Robert 
Evans  ga:es 
at  his  past 
life  on  the 
streets  each 
day  that  he 
works  as  a 
part  of  the 

Mobile 
Assistance 
Patrol  team 
Never 
forgetting 
where  he 
came  from 
helps  keep 
him  where 
he  is. 
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course.  After  his  release,  Evans  worked  in 
Oakland  for  a  short  period  of  time,  as  a 
short  order  cook  and  longshoreman. 
Drugs  and  alcohol 
soon  interfered,  and  he 
lost  both  jobs. 

"One  day  I  was 
sleeping  in  the  alley 
off  6th  Street,  and  I 
was  approached  by  a 


treatment  program  at  the  Redwood 
Center.  From  there  he  went  to  Harbor 
Lights,  the  Salvation  Army  alcohol 
program. 

The  truth  is. 


"I  wouldn't  dare  think  about 
dying  on  these  mean  streets." 

— Robert  Evans 


friend  who  promised  to  buy  me  a  drink  if 
I  would  go  to  the  hospital,"  Evans  says. 

After  accepting  the  friend's  offer, 
Evans  graduated  from  a  45-day  alcohol 


however,  "I  wasn't 
interested  in  a 
program,"  Evans 
says.  "I  only  wanted 
to  get  my  I.D.  and  to 
get  back  in  physical  shape,  so  that  I  could 
use  the  G.A.  or  Social  Security  system 
again."  said  Evans. 
After  months,  he  was  given  a  job  at  the 


program's  front  desk,  and  was  paid  daily. 

"By  getting  work  from  the  front  desk,  I 
had  a  choice  to  save  my  money  or  to  go 
out  and  get  loaded,"  Evans  recalls. 

Eventually,  he  was  sent  to  Northern 
California  Service  League,  an  organiza- 
tion that  helps  ex- felons  to  find  perma- 
nent employment 

"NCSL  helped  me  to  get  my  driver 
license,  and  a  friend  at  Harbor  Lights  told 
me  about  a  job  opening  at  Mobile 
Assistance  Patrol." 

He  has  been  working  for  MAP  for  two 
years  and  says  that  some  of  the  same 
police  officers  who  once  arrested  him  for 
public  intoxication  now  lease  him 
whenever  they  see  him  behind  the  wheel 
of  a  MAP  van. 

"Now,  when  I  am  working  and  picking 
people  up  off  the  streets,  I'm  really 
looking  at  myself  when  I  am  looking  at 
them,  and  it  helps  me  to  keep  in  touch 
with  where  I  come  from,"  says  Evans. 

"It  was  a  challenge  in  staying  out  of 
jail  and  to  be  progressive  in  society," 
Evans  adds. 

Today,  he  knows  what  he  wants  out  of 
life  and  it's  not  in  the  unyielding  streets. 
"I  wanted  to  see  what  it  was  like  to  have  a 
place  to  stay,  to  be  able  to  save  money,  to 
be  drug  and  alcohol  free,  and  to  be  able  to 
take  life  on  life's  terms." 

But,  he  says,  recovery  is  not  something 
that  can  be  put  on  the  shelf  and  picked  up 
the  next  day.  "I've  had  my  life  of  alcohol 
and  drugs,  and  have  did  the  life  of  living 
on  the  streets  and  traveling  from  city  to 
city." 

"The  life  that  I  live  now,  I  wouldn't 
trade  it  for  anything  in  the  world,  and  I 
wouldn't  dare  think  about  dying  on  these 
mean  streets.  "But  what  I  think  really 
happened  was  I  started  to  care." 

TencJerIoIn  Times  5 
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Frank  Spinnclli.  director  of  the  McMillan  Drop-In  Center  on  Fell  Street. discusses  one 
of  the  two  eaths  that  occurcd  in  his  shelter  over  the  past  year.  Noone  had  ever  seen 
Robert  Scott  at  the  center  before. 


Robert  Scott:"  Address  Unknown" 

by  Reuben  Anderson 

Robert  Scon.  49,  who  resided  on  the  streets  of  San  Francisco,  died  in  the  McMillan 
Drop-In  Center  on  Fell  Street  last  March  after  a  short  illness. 

The  city's  Mobile  Assistance  Patrol  was  called  to  the  comer  of  Grove  and  Larkin 
streets  on  March  18  to  assist  Scott,  who  was  apparently  intoxicated  and  in  need  of 
detox  services. 

Scott  was  picked  up  by  driver  John  Kun  at  approximately  1 1 .45.  He  was  taken  to 
the  McMillan  Drop-in-Center,  as  the  Ozanam  Center  detox  was  full  to  capacity. 

According  to  workers  at  the  Center.  Scott  was  able  to  walk  into  the  facility  with 
limited  assistance,  although  he  appeared  very  intoxicated.  At  that  point  the  only 
information  McMillan's  staff  could  get  from  him  was  his  name,  and  due  to  his 
condition  he  was  placed  immediately  in  a  stabilization  bed. 


Photo  Gabnelia  Marcionelh 
The  24-hour  McMillan  Drop  In  Center  at  39  Fell  Street  near  Market 
Street  opened  in  September,  1992  with  20  respite  beds  available  for  people 
with  alcohol  and  substance  abuse  problems  who  need  to  get  off  the  streets. 


On  three  separate  occasions  staff  at  the  Center  observed  Scott  getting  up  and  going 
to  the  bathroom. 

At  approximately  8:40  p.m..  Walter  Wroten.  superintendent  at  McMillan  Center, 
made  a  bed  check  and  found  Scott  apparently  not  breathing.  Wroten  called  91 1 
immediately  and  CPR  was  administered  to  Scott  by  the  Center's  staff. 

An  emergency  medical  response  team  arrived  shortly  thereafter,  pronouncing  Scott 
dead. 

Letters  was  sent  to  relatives  on  March  3  to  inform  them  of  Scott's  death,  but  the 
letters  were  returned  at  the  end  of  April,  bearing  the  stamp  that  Scon  and  many  of  the 
city's  homeless  people  are  familiar  with;  "Address  Unknown". 


Former  Tenants  of  the  Anglo  Hotel 
241  Sixth  Street,  San  Francisco 

If  you  lived  at  this  address  on  10/17/89,  the  day  of 
the  Loma  Prieta  earthquake,  you  may  be  eligible  for 
relocation  benefits.  Relocation  benefits  may  include 
1)  moving  allowance  2)  replacement  housing  3) 
assistance  in  locating  housing. 

For  complete  information: 

Relocation  Assistance 
The  John  Stewart  Company 
2310  Mason  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
Attn:  Sharon  H.  Brown 
Voice  Mail:  (415)281-5607 


Randy  Pattison  : 

b.  Salem,  MA.,  d:  Hyde  St.,  SF 


by  Reuben  Anderson 

Braving  the  wind.  rain,  and  cold  in  the 
churchyard  of  St.  John's  Episcopal 
Church.  Randy  Pattison  died  alone  on 
Hyde  Street  last  April  ot  a  drug  overdose. 
He  was  30  years  old  and  homeless. 

Pattison.  a  Salem.  Massachusetts, 
native  had  spent  the  past  10  years  in 


"Pattison  had  been  in  and  out  ol 
treatment  programs  about  10  to  12  times, 
but  his  intention  was  to  go  to  a  detoxica- 
non  program  the  next  day  before  his 
death."  said  Hobbs. 

"1  heard  sirens  and  seen  flashing  red 
lights  at  about  2:45  a.m..  when  a  friend  of 
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Angle,  who  is  blind,  and  Mike  Ceasar  settle  into  one  of  the  many  large  business 
doorways  that  Randy  Pattison  might  have  called  home  for  a  night  or  more. 


California  living  in  shelters,  churchyards, 
hotels,  and  with  friends. 

He  was  receiving  Social  Security,  and 
had  been  in  the  Walden  House  (a  drug 
and  alcoholic  program),  but  he  refused  to 
stay  because  he  did  not  want  any  money 
for  the  program  deducted  from  his  check. 

Robert  Hobbs,  a  friend,  said;  "  I  first 
met  Pattison  at  St.  John  s  Church  on  Julia 
Street  in  the  Mission  District  when  he 
was  sleeping  in  the  churchyard." 

Hobbs  took  Pattison  into  his  residence 
on  Hyde  Street  where  they  became 
supporting  partners.  "I  told  him  that  he 
could  stay  with  me  until  the  first  of  the 
month."  said  Hobbs. 

On  the  first  of  the  month.  Pattison 
moved  to  King's  Hotel  located  on 
Valencia  Street,  and  died  two  days  before 
his  rent  was  due,  according  to  Hobbs. 

"The  night  before  he  died,  he  was  at 
my  apartment,  but  he  was  using  drugs  and 
acting  wild  so  I  put  him  out  at  1 1 :30 
p.m.."  said  Hobbs. 


mind  told  me  that  Pattison  was  lying 
across  the  street  in  a  fetus  position."  said 
Hobbs. 

Pattison  was  pronounced  dead  at  the 
scene  with  multiple  drugs  in  his  system. 

"I  thought  that  he  had  had  another 
seizure,  because  he  had  one  in  my 
bathroom  and  had  to  be  taken  to  St. 
Francis  Hospital."  said  Hobbs. 

Pattison  had  a  scar  on  his  right  arm 
that  he  received  from  surgery  after  use  of 
a  contaminated  needle,  but  nevertheless, 
he  was  an  outstanding  artist  and  musician. 
"He  liked  Big  Band  Music  and  he  played 
the  piano  and  guitar  in  church."  said 
Hobbs.  He  also  was  an  volunteer  at  St. 
Anthony's.  Glides,  and  Hay  ward  Mission. 

Pattison  was  born  in  1963.  in  Chelsea. 
Massachusetts.  He  was  raised  in  Salem, 
Massachusetts,  where  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Army  Reserve. 

Pattison  was  cremated  and  his  remains 
were  sent  to  his  family  in  Massachusetts, 
where  they  were  buried  beside  an  old 
friend  whohad  also  traveled  California. 
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An  unidentified  homeless  man  checks  out  a  garbage  can  on  Market  Street  near 
the  Powell  Street  Turnaroound.  His  life,  like  many  others,  will  likely  he  affected  by  a 
proposed  Business  Improvement  District  that  is  still  under  development. 


Rich  BID,  Poor  BID 


by  Jeremy  Hay 

While  press  coverage  of  a  proposed 
business  improvement  districl(BID) 
encompassing  much  of  San  Francisco's 
downtown  and  ten  Tenderloin  blocks  has 
slipped  from  sight,  BID  organizers  are 
moving  ahead  with  efforts  to  create  a  self- 
taxing  district  that  would  provide  its  own 
private  security,  sanitation  and  social 
services. 

In  the  process  questions  continue  to 
arise  about  issues  directly  affecting  the 
Tenderloin,  and  about  how  the  proposed 
BID  would  address  or  take  them  into 
account. 

At  a  November  12  press  meeting  that 
was  followed  by  a  meeting  with  commu- 
nity leaders,  and  was  attended  only  by  a 
San  Francisco  Chronicle  reporter  and 
reporters  from  The  Tenderloin  Times. 
Gretchen  Dykstra.  director  of  the  New 
York  City  BID  that  the  San  Francisco 
proposal  is  primarily  modeled  after, 
answered  questions  and  suggested  that 
significant  differences  exist  between  the 
existing  Times  Square  BID  and  the  San 
Francisco  proposal. 

"We'd  be  a  fool  to  come  in  and  tell 
you  all  what  to  do  and  you'd  be  a  fool  to 
ask  us."  Dykstra  said. 

In  sometimes  heated  discussion. 
Dykstra  and  the  San  Francisco  BID's 
proponents  shifted  a  previous  emphasis 
on  increased  public  safety  to  one  of  "a 
feeling  and  perception  of  safety." 

In  response  to  Times'  questions  as  to 
how  the  BID  could  address  the  violent 
crime  that  plagues  the  Tenderloin  blocks 
within  the  proposed  BID  boundaries. 
Dykstra  acknowledged  that  a  BID  could 
not  "deter  serious  crime."  and  that,  "to 
say  that  a  BID  would  result  in  more  active 
police  enforcement  would  be  selling  a  bill 
of  goods." 

Admitting  that  statistics  are  not 
available,  Dykstra  noted  that.  "Anecdotal 
evidence  [tells  us]  that  people  are  feeling 
a  lot  safer  ,  and  Times  Square  has  never 
had  a  better  feeling." 

She  added,  "[The  BID]  is  not  having  a 
real  impact  on  crack  dealers  in  Times 
Square." 

Poor  BIDs 

Since  the  San  Francisco  BID  proposal 
surfaced,  Tenderloin  advocates  have 
raised  concerns  about  the  sharp  economic 
disparities  between  downtown  and  the 
Tenderloin.  Fears  of  a  "wealthy  armed 
camp"  walling  off  the  Tenderloin's 
problems  have  led  to  suggestions  that  the 
BID  serve  as  a  model  for  a  second  district 
extending  to  Van  Ness  Avenue.  While 
such  a  plan  appeals  to  community 
residents  and  business  people  like  Phillip 
Faight.  owner  of  the  Caffe  Rialto  on  Eddy 


Street.  Dykstra  conceeded  that  (lacking 
the  financial  base],  "poor  neighborhoods 
simply  can't  create  BIDs  on  their  own." 

Dykstra  suggested  that  the  BID  would 
instead  be  a  vehicle  for  increased  citizen 
action.  "You  should  be  a  total  pain  in 
their  [city  hall  and  the  BID  board  of 
directors]  neck.  Put  yourselves  around 
the  negotiating  table."  Asked  whether 
any  of  the  more  than  twenty  BIDs 
currently  operating  in  New  York  City 
included  neighborhoods  comparable  to 
the  Tenderloin.  Dykstra  said  only  that. 
"There  is  a  BID  planned  for  the  125th 
Street  area." 

125th  Street  is  the  main  avenue 
running  through  New  York's  Harlem 
district,  a  neighborhood  that  is  similar  in 
some  respects  to  the  Tenderloin  in  that  it 
is  largely  low-income,  is  highly  residen- 
tial and  also  home  to  a  large  number  of 
small  businesses. 

Dykstra  acknowledged  though  that  the 
125th  Street  BID  was  being  financially 
supplemented  through  a  BID  money  pool, 
and  that  differences  in  New  York  City 
and  State  tax  legislation — New  York,  for 
example,  has  nothing  similar  to 
California's  Prop.  13 — might  mean  a 
different  set  of  obstacles  for  an  equivalent 
effort  here  in  San  Francisco. 

As  Tenderloin  voices  returned  again 
and  again  to  the  question  of  the  BID's 
accountability  to  the  local  interests,  a 
seemingly  frustrated  Kevin  Westlye 
insisted  that  it  would  be  the  responsibilty 
of  the  BID's  board  to  heed  and  act  upon 
neighborhood  concerns. 

Westlye.  director  of  operations  for  the 
KIMCO  management  group  and  lead 
organizer  of  the  BID  proposal,  offered  for 
the  first  time  the  projected  amount  of 
Tenderloin  representation  on  the  BID's 
board.  "I  believe  that  the  Tenderloin  is 
45  percent  of  the  projected  BID,"  he  said, 
and  agreed  that  that  should  translate  into 
45  percent  Tenderloin  representation  on 
the  board. 

In  an  emphatic  caveat  to  Gretchen 
Dykstra 's  view  of  the  BID  as  vehicle  for 
citizen  action,  Westlye  warned,  "Don't 
come  to  me  and  say  'you  said  this  or  that 
would  happen  and  it  didn't'  unless  you 
[the  Tenderloin]  live  it,  breath  it  and 
make  this  BID  happen." 

In  later  comments,  Leroy  Looper,  a 
Tenderloin  leader  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  reiterated  his  willingness  to 
support  a  plan  that  would  improve  the 
Tenderloin  and  San  Francisco  as  a  whole. 

As  to  the  45  percent,  Looper  said,  "I 
don't  see  us  going  along  [with  this  plan] 
unless  we're  assured  a  share  of  the  board 
representation  equal  to  our  share  of  the 
BID  territory." 


Hoping  and  Dreaming,  Again 

Tenderloin  Task  Force  Reconvenes 


by  Jeremy  Hay 

Two  years  after  the  Tenderloin  Task 
Force  convened  by  former  mayor  Art 
Agnos  disbanded  after  widely  acknowl- 
edged failure.  Mayor  Jordan  has  gathered 
together  a  new  committee  to  take  action 
towards  "making  the  Tenderloin  prosper." 

The  new  Tenderloin  Task  Force  held 
its  first  meeting  on  December  6  in  the 
Mayor's  Office,  and  in  the  words  of 
committee  member  Paul  Boschetti,  a 
prominent  neighborhood  businessman,  "is 
looking  with  cautious  optimism"  at  the 
the  future. 

According  to  Barbara  Kolesar.  a 
project  manager  in  the  Mayor's  Office  of 
Community  Development(MOCD)  and 
the  Task  Force's  coordinator,  the  task 
force  committee  will  use  the  North  of 
Market  Planning  Coalition's  (NOMPC) 
Tenderloin  2000  (T-2000)  plan  for 
neighborhood  revitalization  as  its  primary 
working  plan. 

Concerns  that  the  new  task  force  not 
repeat  the  less-than-effective  performance 
of  the  Agnos  committee  were  high  on  the 
list  of  task  force  priorities.  Leroy  Looper, 
a  long-time  neigborhood  leader  who,  with 
Midge  Wilson,  was  appointed  task-force 
co-chair,  stressed  that.  "This  agenda's 
going  to  be  set  by  the  people  from  the 
group  and  in  the  neighborhood."  Barbara 
Kolesar  confirmed  that  "Leroy  and  Midge 
made  it  very  clear  that  they  don't  want 
other  people  setting  the  task  force's 
agenda  and  we  entirely  agree  on  that." 

Asked  what  concrete  support  the 
Mayor's  Office  would  offer  the  task 
force,  Kolesar.  who  volunteered  to 
coordinate  the  group,  said,  "Our  office 
(MOCD)  will  attend  meetings,  the  Mayor 
can  intervene  in  beaureacratic  procedures 
when  neccessary.  and  we're  working 
towards  a  mechanism  that  will  provide 
some  funding  to  support  the  Task  Force.'' 

Alice  Wadlington.  a  Tenderloin 
resident  for  the  past  seven  years  and  an 
active  NOMPC  member,  noted,  "I  heard 
from  a  lot  of  the  members  that  if  this  (the 
Task  Force]  is  like  the  last  one  I'll  leave," 
and  added  that,  "I  think  we  got  off  to  a 
very  good  start.  There  were  a  lot  of  hard 
working  people  in  that  room  who  won't 
waste  their  time  on  something  that  isn't 
working." 


Paul  Boschetti 's  cautious  optimism 
was  shared  by  most  of  the  other  commit- 
tee members.  Mr.  Hung  Son,  president  of 
the  Vietnamese  Merchant's  Association, 
said,  "I  think  it  was  a  good  start.  It  was 
important  to  be  able  to  tell  the  Mayor 
what  we  as  merchants  and  as  a  Vietnam- 
ese community  want." 

Hung  pointed  in  particular  to  the 
difficulties  that  Vietnamese  in  the 
Tenderloin  have  experienced  communi- 
cating their  concerns  to  the  police.  "Past 
experience  doesn't  make  Vietnamese  very 
comfortable  with  police  questioning. 
When  we  call  the  police  about  something 
they  end  up  asking  so  many  questions  that 
many  people  feel  threatened.  More 
education  for  the  SFPD  about  the  Asian 
community  is  something  I'd  like  to  work 
towards." 

Co-chair  Midge  Wilson,  a  resident  of 
the  Tenderloin  for  14  years  and  the 
executive  director  of  the  Bay  Area 
Women's  Resource  Center,  said  that. 
"The  tone  of  the  meeting  was  very  good. 
I  think  it's  really  important  to  concentrate 
on  a  couple  of  specific  areas  so  that  we 
can  effect  some  real  change  and  the  task 
force  is  decided  on  that."  According  to 
Wilson  and  other  committee  members, 
the  group's  efforts  will  focus  on  public 
safety  and  economic  development. 

Looper.  who  chaired  the  task  force 
convened  by  then-mayor  Agnos.  agreed 
that  the  two  areas  were  the  most  impor- 
tant to  focus  on  at  first.  He  emphasized 
the  presence  of  local  business-people  on 
the  committee  as  a  significant  difference 
that  would  improve  on  the  previous 
effort,  saying.  "With  the  businesses  you 
gel  more  money  involved  and  that  equals 
more  economic  development  which 
equals  more  voting  power." 

Asked  whether  he  thought  the  task 
force  would  be  able  to  effect  real  change 
in  the  Tenderloin.  Leroy  Looper' s  voice 
took  on  a  strong,  almost  vehement  lone, 
and  he  said.  "Well,  that's  always  the  hope 
and  the  dream."  Then  again.  "Yes.  that's 
always  the  hope  and  the  dream." 

The  31  member  task  force  will 
convene  again  on  January  10  at  the  Pare 
55  Hotel. 


TencJerIoin  Hmes  7 


On  a  chilly  Saturday  morning,  Toni 
Woodmancy  and  Tim  Keiter  carry  on 
business  as  usual,  volunteering  their  time 
to  feed  hungry  people  in  the  Tenderloin's 
Boeddeker  Park. 

Woodmancy  and  Keiter  are  part  of  a 
breakfast  program,  established  by 
employees  and  management  of  Pasqua 
Coffee  Bars,  that  has  served  residents  of 
the  San  Francisco  Tenderloin  district  for 
nearly  two  years. 

"We  were  seeing  homeless  people. 

Hi — I  


Corporate  Cafe  In  The  Park 

by  Evangeline  Sabando 


hungry  people  begging  for  food,"  says 
Mark  Zuckerman.  founder  and  chairman 
of  Pasqua  Coffee  Bars.  "What  we  did  was 
gather  foods  not  sold  Monday  through 
Friday  and  serve  it  every  Saturday 
morning  to  all  the  homeless  or  hungry 
people  |  we  could)." 

The  first  week  of  the 
program  .coffee, fruit  and  sandwhiches 
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The  hall  at 
Boeddeker 

Park's 
recreation 
center,  where 
Pasqua  dishes 
up  its  Saturday 

morning 
"cafe."  Pasqua 
founder  and 
chairman, 

Mark 
Zuckerman. 
says.  "We  are 
hoping  to  get 
more  people 
involved  in  this 
program. " 


Have  you  been  denied 
Social  Security  Disability 
or  SSI  benefits  recently? 


We  may  be  able  to  help  you: 

*We  are  a  small,  friendly 
law  firm  representing  people 
at  Social  Security  hearings. 

*lf  you  do  not  win  you  do  not 
pay  any  attorney  fees. 

*Conveniently  located  one 
and  a  half  blocks  from  Van 
Ness  station. 

*For  information  and/or  free 
consultation  call: 

Roussos  and  Roberts 
(415)  255-1614 


The  Voluntary  Arts 
Contribution  Fund 


provides  urgently 
needed  grants  to 
San  Francisco's 
arts  and  cultural 
organizations.  100X 
of  all  contributions 
are  disbursed 
I  directly  to  fund 
Lcapital  improve- 
[merits  for  the  City's 
theatres,  galleries, 
1  and  neighborhood 
centers,  which  make 
^Son  Francisco  a 
wonderful  place  to 


I  VOLUNTARY  r 


ARTS 


Taxpayers  can 
sena  contributions 
with  their  1993/9* 
San  Francisco 
property  tax 
payment  or  renters 
can  sena  a  tax 
deductible  check 
to 

Voluntary  Arts 
Contn  button 
Fund 

I Grants  for  the  Ms 
City  Hall  289 
Francisco. 
CA  9*t02 
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*  radio  station 
mother  always 
warned  you  about. 
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were  served  to  over  600  people  at  the 
Saturday  morning  "cafe." 

These  days.over  a  thousand  people  are 
being  ted  by  this  project.and  the  menu  has 
heated  up  to  a  hot  breakfast  consisting  of 
eggs,  bread,  coffee  and  a 
muf  fin.accorcling  to  Zuckerman. 

Dwight  McQueen, a  Tenderloin 
resident,  says.  I'm  very  grateful  for  the 
program,  it's  a  blessing  for  hungry  people 
like  me." 

Zuckerman.  along  with  Pasqua 
president  Martin  Kupferman  and  vice 
president  Joe  Gurdock,  will  make  the 
humanitarian  project  in  San  Francisco 
Pasqua's  main  effort  for  now.  In  the 
future,  they  hope  to  expand  the  food 
project  to  some  of  Pasqua's  other 
California  or  even  New  York  locations. 

"We  will  continue  our  program  and 


keep  helping  people.  We  are  hoping  that 
more  people  get  involved,"  says 
Zuckennan. 

The  Pasqua  Breakfast  Project  is  a  non- 
profit, non-secular  charity  organized  in 
conjunction  with  the  San  Francisco 
Foundation.  All  donations  are  tax 
deductible  and,  of  course,  says 
Zuckerman,  help  is  always  appreciated — 
either  financially  or  through  volunteer 
action. 

"Volunteering  my  time  to  this  project 
has  given  me  the  opportunity  to  help  and 
meet  people.  It's  given  me  a  new  life." 
says  Espree,  a  Pasqua  project  volunteer 
who  lives  in  the  Tenderloin. 

The  Pasqua  project  breakfasts  are 
served  from  7  a.m.  to  10  a.m.  on  Saturday 
mornings  in  Boeddeker  Park, at  the  comer 
of  Eddy  and  Taylor  streets. 

— Evangeline  Sabando  is  a  Tenderloin 
resident  who  is  hoping  to  open  a 
business  in  the  neighborhood. 
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Henry  Espree.  left,  taking  a  break  with  Bill  Harlan,  right,  after  serving  coffee  and  food 
'  at  Boeddeker  Part  one  Saturday. 
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Exiles  on  Polk  Street 


by  Lyn  Duff 


Dressed  in  a  t-shirt  and  jeans.  Sam  has 
the  appearance  of  a  typical  Tenderloin 
high  school  student.  With  his  wispy  hair 
and  a  jaunty  grin.  Sam  possesses  a  unique 
ability  to  be  infectiously  happy. 

It's  hard  to  believe  this  seventeen- 
year-old  boy  sells  his  body  to  survive. 

Sam  could 
be  anybody. 
Every  night 
on  Polk 
Street,  there 
are  about  200 
street  kids 
who  are 
forced  into 
trading  sex 
for  food, 
shelter,  and 
money. 

Sam  is 
also  one  of 
the  few 
prostitutes 
who  identi- 
fies himself 
as  gay.  It  is 
this,  nis 
sexual 
orientation 
that  led  him 
to  the  streets 
of  the 
Tenderloin. 

"I  told  my 
mother  and 
the  first  thing 
she  did  was 
sit  down  and 
cry."  he  said, 
staring  down 
at  the  table. 
"She  called 
my  uncle 
who  said  it 
was  hopeless 
and  I  would 
always  bring  One  of  many  street  kids, 

sharp  instincts  and 

her  shame." 

Next  thing  he  knew.  Sam  had  been 
kicked  out  of  the  house. 

Foster  placements  were  home  to  Sam 
for  the  next  five  months  as  he  bounced 
through  the  system,  moving  every  few 
weeks.  Because  he  is  gay  nobody  seemed 
to  want  him. 

In  the  fall  of  1989.  he  ran  away  from 
his  last  placement,  a  group  home  where 
he  says  the  adults  allowed  other  children 
to  beat  him  up  and  harass  him.  Sam,  like 
20  per  cent  of  runaways,  has  since  found 
that  he  can  survive  as  a  prostitute. 

Youth  on  the  streets  are  living  in  their 
own  society,  a  world  apart  from  most 
teen's  lives.  In  this  dangerous  reality,  the 


street  is  one's  bedroom  and  the  alley  the 
bathroom.  The  occupation  of  children 
becomes  surviving  by  any  means 
necessary.  Many  are  forced,  as  Sam  was. 
to  become  prostitutes.  This  usually 
resembles  a  horrific  form  of  barter  .with 
sex  being  traded  for  drugs  and  food. 

There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  typical 
street  kid.  Some  come  from  the  city  and 
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Photo:  Jennifer  Cheek 
Little  One  believes  that  "survival  requires 
you  can't  care  who  you  [mess J  over." 

others  come  from  as  far  away  as  Florida 
and  Montana. 

Rachel  ran  away  eight  months  ago 
from  Redding  with  four  friends.  Today 
the  fifteen  year  old  panhandles  on  Polk 
Street  to  survive.  "It's  really  stressful 
being  here  because  your  day  is  filled  with 
things  you  have  to  do  to  take  care  of 
yourself  and  it's  not  like  at  home  where 
you're  parents  are  right  there.  And  a  lot 
of  the  time  it's  hard  to  sleep  because  the 
cops  harass  you  or  you  get  kicked  out  of 
the  doorway." 

Rachel  has  lost  a  lot  of  friends  to  the 
streets.  Some  are  crack  heads,  others 
have  AIDS.  Of  the  four  friends  with 
whom  she  hitchhiked  to  San  Francisco  , 


one  is  still  on  the  streets  but  in  another 
state,  another  thought  she  had  AIDS  and 
disappeared,  a  third  just  graduated  from 
high  school  and  lives  with  her  mother, 
and  the  last  is  "long  gone." — to  where, 
nobody  knows. 

Rachel  came  from  a  pretty  mellow 
background  compared  to  most  kids. 

Little  One.  an  outspoken  16-year-old 
lesbian  from  Montana,  ran  away  after  her 
parents  had  her  hospitalized  in  Rivendell 
Psychiatric  Center  and  five  other  institu- 


tions, one  for  seven  months.  She  survives 
by  panhandling  and  is  looked  after  by 
some  of  the  older  prositutes. 

Little  One  keeps  a  journal  full  of  her 
thoughts  and  poetry  and  is  interested  in 
photography.  But  like  most  street  kids, 
she  seems  stuck  on  Polk  Street — living  a 
life  shared  by  many,  a  life  exploited  by 
older  adults,  becoming  a  permanent  exile 
from  childhood. 

— Lyn  Duff.  17,  a  formerly  homeless 
youth,  is  currently  a  Times'  staff  reporter  . 
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Puma.  17.  survives  by  panhandling  and  hustling. 
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FOCUS  ON  HIV/AIDS 


WEEKLY    TENDER  T.QTN 
GROUPS 

Sundays 

Noon-3p.m.,  "Filipinos  Positively 
Together."  Sponsored  by  the  Filipino 
Task  Force  on  AIDS.  For  more 
information,  call  Rob  at  703-9878. 
Mondays 

2  p.m. -3  p.m.  "HIV+/  Substance  Abuse 
Rap  Group."  Sponsored  by  the 
Tenderloin  AIDS  Resource  Center. 
Call  Dominique  at  431  -7476  for  more 
information. 

6:30  p.m.  -8  p.m.  HIV  +  Recovery 
Group.  Sponsored  by  the  Brothers 
Network.  944  Market  St.,  Suite  210. 
For  details,  call  Dakota  at  749-671 7. 
Tuesdays 

6  p.m. -7:30  p.m.  "Drop-In  Support 
Group."  For  details,  call  Dakota  or 
Shurland  at  749-6714. 


Wednesdays 

1p.m.  -3  p.m.  Transgender  Support 
Group*."  Sponsored  by  the  Tenderloin 
AIDS  Resource  Center.  For  more 
information,  call  Sheri  at  431-7476. 

7 p.m. -9 p.m.,  last  Wednesday  of  each 
month.  "Native  American  HIV  Support 
Group."  Sponsored  by  the  Early 
Advocacy  and  Care  for  HIV  Program. 
333  Valencia,  Suite  400.  For  more 
details,  call  Russell  at  403-3800. 
Thursdays 

Every  1st  and  3rd  Thursday  at 
7 p.m.-8:30 p.m.  "African-American 
Treatment  Support  Group."  Sponsored 
by  the  Early  Advocacy  Care  Advocacy ' 
and  Care  Program.  For  details,  call 
Russell  at  403-3800. 
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FREE  MEDICAL  CARE  FOR 
HIV+  WOMEN 

•  Pap  Smears 
•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Tests 

•  Pregnancy  Tests 

•  Blood  Work  &  T-Cell  Count 

•  Peer  Counseling 

Clinics  in  the  Tenderloin  &  the  Western  Addition 
Culturally  Sensitize,  Friendly  Staff,  Bi-lingual 
Drop-ins  Welcome  or  call  for  an  Appointment. 


41 5/202-7430 

 815  Eddy  Street,  1st  Floor,  San  Francisco 

Bus  Tokens 

Special  Women's  Fund 

TENdERloiN  TiMES  9 


NEED  TO  TALK? 

J 


668-AIDS 

5  P.M.  TO  5  A.M.  SEVEN  NIGHTS  A  WEEK 

This  program  is  lunded  through  the  San  f  rancisco  Oepartment  ot  Public  Health  AIDS  ollici 
in  coniuction  with  the  Federal  Health  Resources  and  Services  Administration. 


The  Bottom  Une 


Doinq  BusiNEss 
in  tHe  LoiN 


Not  only  a  successful  business 
I  economically  serving  homeless  peoples' 
need  for  a  place  to  store  their 
[possessions,  Downtown  Locker  Services 

is  also  a  safe  haven  from  the  streets 
with  some  free  services,  uses  its  key 
deposit  to  work  like  a  small  community 
hank,  and  hires  from  the  people  he 
I  serves. 

Next  year  they  are  planning  on 
I  extensively  remodeling  the  business  to 
include  showers  and  a  permanent  space 
tfor  the  barber.  They  are  putting 
1  together  a  promotional  program 
|  offering  a  free  meal  from  a  local 
restaurant  with  every  weekly  rental. 
I  and  they  are  also  planning  to  expand  to 
another  location  in  the  city. 

I  Photo  Nigel  Medhurst  


Downtown  Lockers:  Good  Neighbors 
Make  Good  Business 


The  Times:  What  brings  your 
customers  to  the  Tenderloin? 

Mr.  Whitiker:  The  system  is  de- 
signed so  homeless  people  end  up  here 
(in  the  Tenderloin). 

They  have  to  come  to  this  area  whether 
it  be  for  food  stamps,  GA(general 
assistance),  check  cashing,  or  to  redeem 
GA  vouchers  for  a  week  s  hotel  stay.  All 
these  places  are  right  here  in  the  Tender- 
loin. 

The  Times:  Do  any  of  Downtown 
Locker 's  customer  actually  ever  get  off 
the  streets? 

Mr.  Whitiker:  "Sure!  One  customer 
we  gave  a  job  to  didn't  want  any  pay.  He 
just  wanted  to  do  something  to  keep  his 
mind  of  the  booze.  It  changed  his  life.  He 
got  in  touch  with  his  daughter  and  he's 
doing  OK." 

Smiling,  he  recounts  many  stories  like 
this.  "I  feel  good  about  that."  Whitaker 
says.  "It  makes  [this  job]  all  worth 
while." 

— Sean  Salloux  is  a  freelance  writer  now 
working  in  Southeast  Asia. 


by  Sean  Salloux 

Linard  Davis.  Downtown  Locker's 
Regional  Manager,  stood  outside  the  busy 
storefront  and  chatted  with  a  steady 
stream  of  customers:  an  Asian  man  in  a 
business  suit,  tourists,  and  a  homeless 
man  who  stopped  to  change  his  shoes. 

It  was  the  homeless  man  he  wanted  as 
his  customeer. 

In  this  day  when  merchants  generally 
complain  how  homeless  people  hurt  their 
business.  Downtown  Lockers  stands  out 
as  one  of  the  few  who  actually  sees  their 
potenial  as  valued  repeat  customeers. 

The  Times:  Mr.  Davis,  why  did  you 
locate  in  the  Tenderloin?  - 

Mr. Davis:  They  needed  it.'  The 
homeless  needed  [usj  because  they 
basically  don't  have  anywhere  to  take 
their  belongings. 

Ninety  per  cent  of  my  business  is 
homeless  people.The  city  is  getting  ready 
to  close  them  out.  What  I'm  trying  to  let 
them  know  is  that  we're  here  to  work 
with  them. 

The  Times:  How  are  you  working 
with  the  community? 

Mr.  Davis:  Downtown  Locker's  three 
employees  are  from  the  Tenderloin  and 
have  all,  at  one  time  or  another,  been 
homeless —  from  the  manager  on  down  to 
the  part-time  workers  hired  for  odd  jobs. 

If  they  want  to  come  and  sit  down  and 
relax  or  read  a  book  or  whatever  they 
want  to  do,  it's  OK  with  us. We  have  a 
barber  who  charges  three  dollars  for  a 


haircut  and  comes  twice  a  month,  on 
thefirst  and  the  fifteenth. 

If  a  guy  can  get  himself  a  shelter 
where  he  can  sleep  at  night,  get  up  in  the 
morning  and  have  some  place  where  he 
can  store  his  personal  belongings,  and  to 
get  out  into  the  city,  [he  can]  try  to  find 
something  to  better  himself,  a  job. 

And  its  very  difficult  for  a  guy  to  take 
care  of  business  like  getting  a  job  while 
he's  carrying  around  luggage. 

We  also  try  to  let  them  know  that 
we're  here  to  care,  we're  here  to  work 
with  them,  we're  here  to  understand. 

That  seems  to  click  when  they  find 
someone  that's  willing  to  listen,  under- 
stand, and  work  with  them.  That's  the  key 
to  it. 

They  always  have  five  dollars  in  the 
bank  because  (of]  that  five  dollar  key 
deposit .  So.  maybe  three  or  four  days 
before  payday,  they  come  and  check  their 
stuff  out. 

Here,  they've  al- 
ways got  five  dol- 
lars in  the  hole,  like 
a  community  bank. 

We  get  a  lot  of 
repeat  business. 
Twenty-five  per 
cent  of  our  custo- 
mers have  been 
with  us  since  day 
one. 


pqq-q/q 

^  Daily  Specials 

Monday 

Beef  Calderata  (Spicy  Beef) 
Chicken  Cuisantes  (Chicken  w/Creen  Peas) 
Menudo  (Ground  Beef  w/Peas  and  Carrots) 
Pork  or  Beef  Smigang  (Tamarind  Soup) 
Tuesday 

Bistek  (Beef  in  Lemon  and  Soysauce) 
Chicken  Mechado  (w/Olives  6  Mushrooms) 
Pork  Apritada  (w/Potatoes  6  CarTots) 
Beef  Nilaga  or  Chicken  Tinola 
Wednesday 
Boneless  Fried  Chicken 
Beef  Asado  (w/Potatoes  6  Carrots) 
Paksiw  Na  Pata  (Pork  w/Banana  Blossoms) 
Catfish  Sinigang  (Tamarind  Soup) 
Thursday 

Menudo  (Pork  w/Liver.  Peas.  Carrots  6 
Raisins) 

Pochero  (Beef  w/Vegetables  6  Banana) 
Pork  Chop 

Green  Mussels  or  Chicken  Tinola 
Friday 

Goat  Calderata  (Spicy  Goat) 
Mechado  (Beef  w/Olives  and  Mushrooms) 
Mongo  (Mongo  Beans  w/Shnmp) 
Calaman 

\SJnampalukang  Manok  


KitcheN  expreSf 
j5o  goLdeN  grate  ave 

/iLipiNo  /peciaLtie/ 

*Adobo 
•kare  kare 
*paNcit 

♦LuMpia 

MONdOY-fridOY 
70M-7PM 

/aturday 

90M-5PM 

/erviNg  break/a/t, 

LuNch  and  diNNer 

catering  AvaiLabLe 
776-606I 


Downtown 
Locker 
Sendees, 
located  at 
177  Eddy  on 
the  edge  of 
the 

Tenderloin 
near  the 
Powell  Street 
Turnaround, 
offers  cheap 
and  secure 
locker  and 
mailbox 
serx'ices  to 
homeless 
people. 
Tenderloin 
residents, 
and  tourists 
alike. 


Photo:  Nigel  Medhurst 

Above.  Vincent  Whitker,  the  day-to-day  manager,  stands 
outside  greeting  passer sby  with  a  smile  and  a  word.. 
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The  home 
you  want  for 
5%  down. 


10  DECEMbER  1995 


Now  it's  much  easier  for  qualified 
borrowers  to  get  a  mortgage  with 
the  Citibank  Community  Home 
Buyer's  Program.  Never  thought 
you'd  be  able  to  afford  a  home?  Citibank's 
Community  Home  Buyer's  Program  is  working 
hard  to  help  people  achieve  the  American 
dream  of  affordable  home  ownership. 

That's  why  we  offer  special  mortgages  - 


fixed  at  today's  low  rate -with  as  little  as 
5%  down. 

Citibank's  Mortgage  Consultants  will  be 
happy  to  answer  all  your  questions  and  help 
you  through  the  application  process.  Just  call 
(415)922-1 190  for  more  information 

CITIBANK 

THE  CITI  NEVER  SLEEPS® 


SSmSm  9IM  OTlfiANK.  f  S  ft  h  avokfy  for  the  Community  Home  Buyer;  Projrom.  combned  houseneid  income  cannot  exceed  I20X  of  the  mttton  fomty  income  ri  the 
isNoaa     county  in  wfudi  you  on  punhoung  o  home  Other  natneoora  may  opptf 


TaWe  HoppiN 


A  Guidf  to 
TcfldcnlGi*  Cuisine 


Two  years  ago,  Jun 
and  Flor  Liu  a,  facing 
higher  rent  and  too 
much  street  d  ime,  had 
to  move  their  Pag-Asa 
restaurant  out  of  its 
location  at  Market  and 
6th  streets. 

In  a  stroke  of  luck  for 
the  Tenderloin,  they 
relocated  to  350  Golden 
Gate  Avenue  where  the 
[f  ragrant  aromas  of  the 
Luca's  homes tyle 
cooking  fill  the  high- 
ceiling  space. 

Pag- Asa's  devoted 
customers  found  the 
new  location  for  the 
Luca's  before  they 
mo  ved — they  feared 
losing  both  the  food  and 
the  friendliness  served 
by  the  Luca's. 
Photo  Ken  Opprann 


A  Friendly  Filipino  Feast  for  theFamished 


Meanwhile,  Pag-Asa  is  a  favorite  with 
lunching  people  from  all  walks  of  life. 

City  Hall  sends  a  regular  crowd 
through  Pag-Asa's  doors — we  invite  them 
all  to  tread  further  into  the  Tenderloin,  by 
the  way — hungry  diners  drift  over  from 
the  Polk  Street  corridor,  staffers  from  the 
Main  Library  can  be  found  next  to  the 
guy  with  an  overdue  collection  of  novels, 
and  Hastings  students  compete  with 
many  other  seekers  of  great  food  at 
greater  prices  as  they  make  their  way  up 
to  the  counter. 

Our  meal,  including  two  sodas,  cost 
just  over  five  dollars. 

Like  many  Tenderloin  businesses.  Pag- 
Asa  is  a  family-operated  enterprise.  Flor 
Luca  says.  The  Tenderloin  is  a  good 
place;  I  like  it." 

The  Tenderloin  must  like  her.  too. 
She  and  her  husband  are  regular  contribu- 
tors to  various  Tenderloin  agencies,  and 
their  hope  is  to  stay  here  as  long  as  their 
restaurant  can  thrive. 

Which  should  be  a  cinch  since  the 
people  who  eat  there  are  happily  plate- 
diving. 

— Evangeline  Sahando  is  a  native  of  die 
Philippines  who  has  lived  in  the  Tenderloin  for 
two  years.  She  hopes  to  open  her  own  business 
here  in  the  near  future 


by  Evangeline  Sabando  and  Jeremy  Hay 

All  it  took  for  us  was  one  journey 
through  Pag-Asa's  deli-style  counter  and 
we  enthusiastically  jumped  on  board  the 
Pag-Asa  crowded  bandwagon  of  devoted 
regulars. 

Our  hearts  were  won  from  the  start 
when  we  ordered  two  desserts  which  we 
just  couldn't  put  off  trying. 

Ginatan  is  a  sticky,  sweet  rice  pudding 
with  a  bountiful  mixture  of  bananas, 
jackfruit.  yucca  fruit,  sugar  and  coconut 
milk.  According  to  co-owner  Flor  Luca, 
ginatan  is  her  most  popular  dessert — and 
we  can  see  why.  ll  is  served  warm  and  ihe 
subtle  assortment  of  flavors  stays  long 
after  the  bowl  is  cleaned. 

Yucca  fruit  pie  is  a  somewhat  plainer 
dessert  that  reminded  me  of  a  moist 
pound  cake.  It  is  especially  nice  with 
some  cream,  fruit  or  ice  cream  and  seems 
created  for  the  company  of  good  coffee. 

After  dessert,  we  perused  the  counter 
again.  Flor,  her  cousin  and  her  best  friend 
were  very  helpful  in  describing  our 


choices — which  were  many — and  their 
friendliness  went  far  towards  brightening 
the  gloom  of  a  rain-drenched  day.  In  the 
end,  we  had  to  overrule  gluttony  and 
confine  ourselves  to  the  deep-fried 
boneless  chicken  and  fresh  Lumpia 
served  over  steamed  white  rice. 

Our  chicken  dish  was  a  large  portion 
of  nuggetlike  pieces  and  is  marinated  in 
spices  and  lemon  juice  before  cooking. 
The  flavoring  is  strong  enough  in  its  own 
right  for  the  chicken  to  be  eaten  with  rice 
alone,  but  it  can  also  be  deliciously 
supplemented  from  the  array  of  spices, 
oils  and  sauces  decorating  each  table  or 
found  behind  the  counter. 

Actually,  1  think  our  way  was  the 
best — to  try  it  first  one  way,  then  the 
other,  and  then  together  with  the  Lumpia 
we  had  also  chosen. 

Lumpia  is  a  vegetable  dish  made  with 
carrots,  scallions.  radishes  and  celery. 
Each  vegetable  is  sliced  into  thin  slivers 
which  can  then  be  wrapped  in  paper-thin 


eggroll  paper  or  eaten  as  a  savory  salad. 

We  tried  it  unwrapped  and  found  it  to 
be  the  perfect  companion  for  our  deep- 
fried  chicken.  Pag-Asa's  lumpia  is 
prepared  fresh  each  day  and.  in  its  eggroll 
form,  is  also  perfect  for  a  mid-afternoon 
snack  to  get  you  through  to  dinner. 

Speaking  of  dinner,  Pag-Asa  is  open 
six  days  a  week  for  breakfast  and  lunch 
only.  But  Flor  Luca  told  us  she  hopes  to 
begin  dinner  service  in  the  near  future. 


SOUPS 

MacJe  Jrom  scratch.  whoIesome 

iNQREdlENTS.  WiTH  jUST  THE  RiqHT 
SplASH  Of  SEASONiNQ.    PRjCECl  SO 
EVERYONE  CAN  AffORd  TO  EAT 

heaIthv. 

784  O'  FarreII 


Hamburgers  *  Soft  Drinks  *  Egg  Rolls  *  TeriyaJki 


NAM  THANH 


499  Ellis  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94102 

292-4896 


10%  off  with  this  ad! 


Sorndang  Cafe  

THAI  CAFE 

OPEN  LUNCH  AND  DINNER 
MON-FRI  11 :00  am  —  1 0:00  pm 
SAT  &  SUN  5:00  pm  —  10:00  pm 

FREE  DELIVERY 

($1 5.00  minimum/Dinner  only) 
472  TURK  STREET  AT  LARKIN   931 -9433  or  931 -9434 


<EX<P%T,SS  WE  LI 

265  QOH/DEftgXPL  AVE,  SWX.'J'R&XCISCO,  CA  94102 
(415)864-7223 
1!A.<M.  TO  6*  94.  {'M&Ti  JKJ.) 
10!A.<M,TO2<PM.(SWT.) 


MerryChristmas! 


Happy  New  Year! 


DAILY  SPECIALS 
Monday 

Fresh  Turkey  Plate  w/nce,  beans  &  salad  3  49  sand.  2.49 
Tuesday 

Beet  Kabab  w/rice  &  veg  3.49  or  Chicken  Enchiladas  w/rice,  beans  &  salad  3  49 
Wednesday 

Chicken  or  Beef  tamales  w/rice.  beans  &  salad  s-1 .29  I-2  99. 

Meat  Balls  w/nce  &  salad  3.49  sand.  2  49 
Thursday 

Chicken  Curry  w/nce  w/salad  of  your  choice  3.49 
Friday 

Ceviche,  marinated  m  lemon  and  herbs  2.99 

SANDWICHES 

(all  sandwiches  are  $1.99) 
beef  link —  hot  or  mild,  bologna,  ham,  mortadella,  pastrami,  roast  beef,  salami,  tuna,  turkey 
amencan  cheese,  cheddar  cheese,  chicken  salad,  cream  cheese,  monterey  |ack  cheese, 
swiss  cheese  and  peanut  butter  and  jelly. 

NOW  SERVING  ESPRESSO.  CAPPUCCINO  AND  LATTE. 


Lafayette  Cafe 

250  Hyde  Street  San  Francisco  C A  94102 


Daily  Dinner  Special 

DINNER  A  LA  CARTE 


$4.95 
$7.55 
$7.20 
$5.05 

$4.80 

$5.05 
$4.80 

$5.05 
$4.80 

$4.65 

$4.80 

$4.80 

$5.05 

$5.25 


CROSS  RIB 
PRIME  RIB 
NY  STEAK 
CHICKEN 
FRIED  STEAK 
HAM  STEAK 
(WITH  FRUIT) 
VEAL  CUTLETS 
SAUSAGE 
(WITH  FRUIT) 
PORK  CHOPS 
WESTERN 
OMELETTE 
LIVER  AND 
ONIONS 
GROUND 
ROUND  STEAK 
ROAST 
CHICKEN 
DEEP  FRIED 
PRAWNS 
FISH  AND 
CHIPS 


$4.05 
$6.65 
$6.30 

$4.15 
$3.90 

$4.15 
$3.90 

$4.15 
$3.90 

$3.75 

$3.90 

$3.90 

$4.15 

$4.35 


Today's  Dinner  Special 

DINNER  A  LA  CARTE 

MON  $4.60  TURKEY  A  LA  KING  $3  70 
$4  95  BEEF  POT  ROAST  $4  05 
$5  05   ROAST  PORK  LOIN   $4  15 


TUE    $4  80   BEEF  STEW 
$480  TURKEY 
$4  65  TURKEY  CHEESE 
MACARONI 

WED  $5  15   SHORT  RIBS 

$4  80  STUFFED  BELL 
PEPPERS 


THU 


FRI 


$4  95   CORNED  BEEF 
$4  80   SPAGHETTI  WITH 
MEATBALLS 


$4  80  BAKED  HAM 

$4  95  BRAISED  BEEF 

$5  05  STEAMED  TROUT 

(WHOLE) 

$4  80  COD  FISH  FILET 

SAT    $4  80  ROAST  TURKEY 

$5  00  ROAST  PORK 

SUN   $4  80  TENDERLOIN  TIP 

$4  80  MEAT  LOAF 

$5  15  LEG  OF  LAMB 


$3.90 
$3.90 
$3.75 

$4  25 

$3.90 

$4  05 

$3.90 

$3.90 
$405 
$4.15 

$3.90 

$3.90 
$4  10 

$3.90 
$3  90 
$4.25 


Open  Every  day  from  7:00  am  to  10:00  pm  441-4884 

Jack  Chow  Owner  and  Chef  since  1977 
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Women's  Initiative  for 
Self-Employment  (WISE) 
201  Mission  Street 

A  non-profit  organization  for  low  income 
and  minority  women  which  offers  topical 
classes  on  starting  your  own  business:  sales, 
contracting  and  financing.  They  also  oper- 
ate the  WISE  Loan  Fund  which  offers  low- 
interest  loans  to  aspiring  women  entrepre- 
neurs. 

You  can  volunteer  to  teach  seminars,  act  as 
a  mentor  or  just  help  out.  You  can  also 
donate  money. 

Bay  Area  Women's  Resource  Center  @ 
247-9473  or  WISE  @  624-3351 


Swords  to  Plowshares 
995  Market  Street,  3rd  Floor 

Provide  client  services  to  veterans  free  of 
charge:  counseling, employment  assistance, 
transitional  housing  and  legal  advocacy. 
Have  initiated  new  program  for  homeless 
veterans. 

Volunteer  program  is  now  just  getting  set- 
up, but  you  can  still  call  and  discuss  your 
options  and  availability  with  someone. 

Call  Carol  @  247-8777. 


10  WA^ 
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Dolores  Housing  Program 
208  Dolores 

Dolores  Street  Housing  Program  provides 
emergency  shelter  and  support  services  to 
70  men  each  night  in  the  Mission  District. 
They  also  provide  English  classes,  sub- 
stance abuse  counseling,  peer  support 
groups,  translation  service,  legal  assistance 
and  employment  opportunities.  They  pro- 
vide dinner  each  night  and  clients  are  able  to 
stay  up  to  three  months. 

As  a  volunteer  you  can  help  prepare  and 
serve  dinner  each  evening,  teach  English 
and  help  with  intake  and  outreach  through  a 
shelter.  Donations  of  toothpaste,  tooth- 
brushes, razors,  soap  and  shampoo— as  well 
as  money —  are  always  needed. 

Call  Jorge  Argueta  @  86 1  -625 1 . 


One  year  ago  this  inf 
piled  in  response  to  a  chal 
comprehensive,  year-roun 
mobilize  the  many  agencii 
impact  the  problem  of  hor 
Francisco. 

It  was  presented  to  W 
a  part  of  a  package  of  pro] 
agencies  who  best  underst 
from  the  government,  eacl 
munity  at  large.  All  they 1 
Mayor  Jordan  to  mobilize 
homelessness  with  the  sar 
showed  in  his  effort  to  sa\ 
was  no  response. 

So,  here  it  is,  present 
own  use,  along  with  ideas 
homeless  themselves.  Inc 
from  people  who  were  ah 
far  greater  than  the  ones  v 
community,  as  dire  as  the; 

Homelessness  is  a  di 
whelming,  problem  to  sol 
toward  a  solution  depends 
the  work  being  done  by  tl 


The  Coalition  researches,  develops  and  ad- 
vocates for  and  monitors  programs  and  poli- 
cies to  alleviate  poverty  and  homelessness 
in  San  Francisco  through  workshops  and 
outreach. 

The  Coalition  does  not  take  government 
funds  so  any  donation  or  help  with 
fundraising  is  appreciated.  Volunteers  are 
needed  for  outreach  also:  giving  talks  at 
universities  and  schools,  visiting  shelters  to 
monitor  services,  disseminating  informa- 
tion. 

Call  Paul  Wiegand  or  Ruth  Pleaner 
@  346-3740. 


The  Adult  Education  Program  of  the  Epis- 
copal Sanctuary  offers  GED,  Computer  and 
ESL,  Life  Skills  and  Job  Search  classes. 
They  offer  classes  especially  to  homeless 
adults  and  make  a  special  effort  to  get  stu- 
dents into  classses  at  City  College. 

You  can  volunteer  to  be  a  tutor  or  you  can 
donate  computer  equipment,  books  and  other 
reference  material  if  you  have  it. 

Call  Chris  Nelson  @  353-5030 


\ 
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YSTO 
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Hospitality  House 

146  Leavenworth  Street 

"Next  Serving"  Each  week  restaurants  from 
the  wharf  (Neptune's  Palace)  to  the  beach 
(Cliff  House)  donate  over  100  meals  served 
up  by  some  of  San  Francisco's  finest  corpo- 
rations. 

Donate  to  participating  restaurants:  Berke- 
ley Farms,  Bon  Appetit  Catering,  The  Cliff 
House,  The  Carnelian  Room,  O-LA-LA, 
Parisian  Bakery,  Neptune's  Palace, 
Scoma's,  S.E.  Rykoff  &  Company,  Supe- 
rior Coffee  and  Foods. 
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Saint  Anthony  Clinic 
121  Golden  Gate  Avenue 

All  day  pediatric  clinic.  Any  adult  who  does 
not  have  health  insurance  for  adults  and  chil- 
dren. Comprehensive  m,edical  clinic  (adult, 
pediatric  care,  podiatrist,  AIDS  clinic). 

The  clinic  has  varying  needs  for  all  kinds 
ofvolunteer  support —  from  secretarial  to  medi- 
cal. And,  of  course,  cash  donations  are  always 
appreciated  as  the  most  flexible  way  to  help. 

Call  Gail  Green  @  241-2600  x621 


The  Hamilton  Family  Center  is  the  only 
shelter  in  San  Francisco  specifically  and 
exclusively  for  families.  They  provide  child- 
care  for  either  single-parent  and  intact  home- 
less families.  Preschool  from  7  am  to  3  pm. 
Referrals  for  families  with  abused  or  ne- 
glected children. 

Donate  money.  Volunteer  time, 
food. 

Call  Miguel  Zapata  @  665-2354 
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Rediscover  Your  YMCA! 


'Hotel 

Daily  and  Weekly  Rates 

'Senior's  Program 

Fitness  Classes 
Strength  Training 
Language  Lessons 
Monthly  Dances 
Trips 

'Literacy  School 

For  Native  Chinese  and 
Spanish  speakers 
learning  English 

*Cafe  Central 

Serving  Breakfast,  Lunch  and  Dinner 
Espresso  Bar 
Catering 


The  Central  YMCA 


Serving  our  Community  for  over  80  years. 


Central  YMCA 
220  Golden  Gate  Ave. 
((g)  Leavenworth) 
San  Francisco,  CA 
94102 
(415)  885-0460 


*Fitness  Programs 

Aerobics 
Aquatics 
Cardiac  Therapy 
Weight  Equipment 
Nautilus  and  Life  Circuit 
Volleyball 
Basketball 
Badminton 
Strength  Training 

*Theater 


*Youth  Programs 

After  School  (ages  6-12) 
Tenderloin  Improvement 
Project  (middle  school  employment 
and  training) 


All  this  and  more  at  your  Community  Center! 


TOPCOPY  PRINTING  &  GRAPHICS 
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Mother 

Mother  is  gone. 
Away,  a  couple  of  hundred 
miles. 

No  one  to  worry  about  me. 
No  one  to  say  "bless  you" 

when  I  sneeze. 
No  more  home-made  dinner 
of  my  choice  on  my  birthday. 
Pouring  coffee,  black,  strong. 
No  one  to  tuck  me  in  and 
make  me  chicken  soup 

when  I'm  sick. 
Memories  of  our  payday 

dinner, 
of  a  poor  families  eatout; 

Burger  King. 
Soft,  gentle  fingers,  slowly 
running  over  my  eyelids, 
and  in  my  hair,  to  help  me  fall 
asleep. 

Smell  of  cigarette,  Foxfire,  and 
coffee. 

Watching  her  play  different 

versions  of  Solitaire. 
Doing  every  thing  she  can  to 
make  us  feel  like  a  middle 
class  family,  putting  herself 

more  and  more  in  debt. 
Christmas  dinner  from  the 

food  bank, 
and  presents  from  "Toys  for 
Tots". 

Memories  of  once  was, 
Childhood  dreams  and  high 
hopes. 

Life  was  so  much  easier  when 
I  was  a  kid. 
I  had  mommy  there  to  help 
me. 

—June  1  &3.  1993 


Line  &  Rhythm 


Noella 
Lopez.  17,  a 
Seattle  native, 
is  a  homeless 
youth  living  at 
Hospitality 
House's 
Orlando 
House,  a  youth 
residential 
program  She 
writes  poetry 
and  is  now 
looking  for 
work  in  San 
Francisco 


Guilt 

Was  it  a  mistake? 
Not  much  I  can  do  now. 
Just  wait... 
Waiting  for  the  rain, 
waiting  for  a  new  day. 
Shiver  and  chills. 
Cold,  clammy  fingers  picking 
at  my  brain. 
A  wind,  a  whisper, 
a  door  to  be  open... 
Let  me  in. 
Sense  the  mental  powers 
of  someone  that's  unaware  of 
what 
they  do. 
Staring  at  the  walls, 
of  chocolate  Swiss  and  bliss. 
Drown  me  in  this  dream  I 
hold. 

Don't  take  another  step  back. 
Hold  on  for  just  one  more  day, 
stay  the  same. 

— July  10,  1993 


Photo  Gabriella  Marcionelli 


Memory 

Love  is  like  a  flower, 
it  soon  dies  away. 
(But  that  scent  always  stays) 

The  present  will  soon  be  a 

memory. 
(As  the  first  time  we  kissed) 

Now  is  not  forever, 
nor  does  forever  last. 

Time  is  spent  on  wasting 
moments... 

...and  the  only  thing  left  is  a. 
memory  of  nothing. 

—  February,  1993 


NOMPC    BOARD  ELECTIONS 

Interested  in  having  a  stronger  voice  in  your  commu- 
nity? Then  consider  running  for  a  seat  on  the  only  democrati- 
cally-elected board  of  directors   in  the  Tenderloin. 

The  North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition  is  looking  for 
candidates  to  run  for  election  to  its  21 -member  Board  of  Directors. 
People  interested  in  running  will  be  introduced  to  NOMPC  s 
membership  at  its  annual  meeting  on  February  19,  1993,  followed 
by  a  mail  ballot  election  by  NOMPC  s  600  members.  Board  mem- 
bers must  be  able  to  attend  the  monthly  meetings  and  participate 
in  a  NOMPC  committee  or  task  group.  The  NOMPC  Board  plays  a 
very  active   role   in  the  running  of  the  organization. 

The  Planning  Coalition  is  particularly  seeking  board  can- 
didates who  live  in  the  Tenderloin  and  who  are  able  to  organize, 
inform  or  motivate  other  Tenderloin  residents.  If  you  want  to  run 
for  the  board,  please  submit  your  name  no  later  than  Friday, 
February  4,  1994  to  NOMPC  Nominating  Committee,  295  Eddy 
Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102.  You  must  be  a  NOMPC  member  to 
vote  or  run  for  the  board,  so  join  before  February  17  if  you  are  not 
already  a  member.  You  can  get  additional  information  on  NOMPC 
and  the  responsibilities  of  a  board  member  at  the  NOMPC  office 
(474-2164) . 


m  CI 


Rose,  Doug,  Octavia,  Jyme,  Sherry,  Jason,  Ozzie  (not  pictured),  Eddie  (not  pictured)  and  Lyn  wish  everyone  .  .  . 
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Chuc  mimg  Giang  Sinh  va  Nam  Mai  PELIZ  C^vVl'DSW 

Tenderloin  AIDS  Resource  Center 


187  Golden  Gate  Avenue- 


■San  Francisco  CA  94102 
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NOMPC  NEWS 


The  North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition 

295  Eddy  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94102 

(415)  474-2164 


I  ROM  OUR  PRESIDENT 

This  year  has  not  been  an  easy  one  for 
NOMPC.  but  who  ever  said  that  life  in  the 
Tenderloin  would  be  easy.  The  community 
is  plagued  with  problems:  crime, 
homelessness.  vacant  store  fronts,  lack  of 
code  enforcement,  a  tough  business  envi- 
ronment, and  the  list  goes  on.  However,  our 
"Tenderloin  2000  Survey  and  Plan"  pro- 
vides us  with  a  blueprint  as  to  how  we  as  a 
neighborhood  can  address  these  problems — 
And  address  them  we  will. 

Before  too  much  longer,  we  hope  to  have 
a  new  executive  director  on  board.  In  the 
meantime.  NOMPC  staff — Vandy 
Sivongsay  and  Janet  Swingle — is  tending 
to  the  everyday  running  of  the  office,  ad- 
dressing particular  issues  and  doing  out- 
reach. Your  board  of  directors  has  contrib- 
uted unstintingly  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
organization.  You  will  note  examples  of 
our  successes  in  1993  and  plans  for  1994 
throughout  this  page. 

Thank  all  ot  \ou  who  have  been  stead- 
last  through  this  transitional  period,  and 
may  I  take  this  opportunity  to  welcome 
those  of  you  who  are  relatively  new  to 
NOMPC.  Your  participation  is  essential  to 
the  continuance  of  the  organization.  Please 
let  us  hear  from  you.  May  I  extend  best 
\\  ishes  to  you  this  Holiday  Season. 

— David  Baker 
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NOMPC  FIGHTS  TO  EVICT  JAIL 
FROM  THE  TENDERLOIN 

Sheriff  Michael  Hennessey's  pre-trial 
detention  facility  —  a  jail  —  at  111  Taylor 
Street  was  evicted  from  the  neighborhood 
due  to  stiff  community  opposition  orga- 
nized by  NOMPC.  The  hotel  would  have 
detained  up  to  50  persons  arrested  and  wait- 
ing trial  at  a  loss  of  35  units  of  affordable 
housing  for  the  neighborhood. 

NOMPC  turned  out  resident,  business 
and  community  leaders  at  a  hearing  before 
the  Planning  Commission  on  April  8  to 
oppose  the  placing  of  a  jail  in  our  residential 
neighborhood.  NOMPC  pointed  out  the 
loss  of  affordable  housing,  the  incompat- 
ibility with  the  zoning,  and  the  detrimental 
impact  on  business  investment  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. The  Commission  made  a  poiicy 
statement  that  the  jail  was  not  compatible 
with  the  residential  zoning.  The  Zoning 
Administrator.  Robert  Passmore.  then  ruled 
that  the  jail  was  in  violation  of  the  Planning 
Code  because  it  was  a  public  use  in  viola- 
tion of  the  City's  Master  Plan. 

NOMPC  also  staged  a  lively  and  spirited 
protest  and  rally  at  the  building  on  May  20. 
where  NOMPC  gave  the  building  a  "Three 
Day  Notice"  to  get  out  of  the  Tenderloin. 
Resident  and  NOMPC  member  Terry  Hogan 
spoke  at  the  rally  of  the  need  to  preserve 
housing.  NOMPC  member  and  TNDC 
executive  director  Kelly  Cullen  said.  "We 
need  a  playground,  a  children's  center.. .and 
affordable  housing  for  families.  We  don't 
need  a  jail."  Leroy  Looper  said  the  jail  was 
just  another  instance  of  dumping  in  the 
Tenderloin. 


CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 


Housing  Committee,  295  Eddy  St. 
Wednesday,  December  22,  12:00  pm 
Wednesday,  January  26,  12:00  pm 


Southeast  Asian  Committee 

295  Eddy  St. 

Friday,  January  21,  2:00  pm 


Crime  Abatement,  71 1  Eddy  St. 
Join  NOMPC  members  and  other 
groups  for  a  lunch  meeting. 
Wednesday,  January  5,  12:00  noon 


Safe  and  Sober  Streets 

295  Eddy  St. 

Wednesday,  December  22,  10:00  am 
Wednesday,  January  5,  10:00  am 
Wednesday,  January  19,  10:00  am 

NEIGHBORHOOD  MEETING  TO  PLAN  1994  CAMPAIGN  AND  TO  PLAN  IMPLEMENTA- 
TION OF  TENDERLOIN  2000:  SATURDAY,  JANUARY  29,  10:00  AM,  BOEDEKKER  REC 
CENTER.  240  EDDY  St.  COFFEE  AND  DONUTS  BEFORE  MEETING,  LUNCH  WILL  BE 
SERVED  AFTER  MEETING.  COME  EARLY  TO  GET  A  SPACE! 
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HOUSING  VICTORY;  SLUMLORDS 
WILL  BE  PENALIZED 

As  of  December  II,  San  Francisco's 
Bureau  of  Building  Inspection  (BBI)  can 
tine  landlords  who  refuse  to  make  needed 
repairs  in  their  buildings.  Before  this  new 
citation  legislation  was  passed,  landlords 
could  go  months  or  even  years  before  being 
penalized  for  neglecting  repairs  in  their 
buildings. 

The  legislation  was  passed  due  to  efforts 
by  the  Coalition  for  Code  Enforcement 
CCE).  The  Coalition,  which  includes 
NOMPC  and  eight  other  organizations,  has 
been  working  for  over  a  year  to  win  im- 
proved enforcement  of  housing  codes  by 
the  City. 

NOMPC'S  Housing  Committee  first  met 
with  BBI  official  Peter  Burns  in  August  of 
1 992  about  the  possibility  of  such  legisla- 
tion after  a  room-by-room  inspection  of  the 
Dahlia  Hotel  at  74  Turk  Street  resulted  in  7 
pages  opcode  violations  lound  by  City 
inspectors.  NOMPC  joined  with  the  CCE 
in  the  fall  of  '92.  and  after  hundreds  of 
tenants  and  othercommunity  leaders  turned 
out  for  rallies,  public  hearings  and  a  demon- 
stration at  BBI  Superintendent  Larry 
Litchfield's  office,  the  legislation  was  passed 
on  November  1 .  1993. 

NOMPC  member  Michael  Fargo  ex- 
plains that  he  moved  to  San  Francisco  after 
six  "fruitless"  years  working  on  tenants' 
rights  in  the  midwest.  He  lived  in  a  Tender- 
loin SRO  that  had  three  fires  within  8  months 
and,  deciding  to  "shake  off  my  terror  and 
channel  it  into  something  useful,  I  joined 
the  NOMPC  Housing  Committee.  Within  a 
year  of  rigorous  work  by  a  group  of  very 
committed  individuals,  we  achieved  the 
City's  new  citation  ordinance  in — given 
my  experience  in  the  midwest — a  merci- 
fully short  time.  And  my  faith  in  being  able 
to  effect  change  in  landlord/tenant  issues 
has  been  restored." 

NOMPC  and  the  CCE  aren't  stopping 
with  the  passage  of  the  citation  ordinance. 
Possible  future  work  include  amending  the 
Charter  to  establish  a  citizens'  commission 
to  oversee  BBI  and  a  campaign  for  stricter 
enfo^ement  of  the  city's  heat  law.  Hun- 
dreds oi  tenants  are  also  forming  tenants' 
associations  to  work  on  improving  their 
own  hotels  and  apartment  buildings  and  to 
join  with  the  NOMPC  Housing  Committee 
and  the  Coalition  for  Code  Enforcement  on 
citywide  campaigns. 

If  you  live  in  the  Tenderloin  and  want  to 
organize  a  Tenants'  Association,  contact 
Janet  at  NOMPC  or  come  to  NOMPC's 
next  Housing  Committee  meeting  on 
Wednesday,  Dec.  22  at  noon. 
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SAFETY  AND  SUBSTANCE  ABUSE 
ISSUES 

The  Safe  and  Sober  Streets  Committee  is 
made  up  of  residents,  small  businesses  and 
those  in  recovery  who  are  working  to  im- 
prove public  safety  and  to  advocate  for 
substance  abuse  solutions  in  the  Tender- 
loin. 

At  this  time,  we  are  focusing  our  efforts 
on  the  relationship  between  alcohol  avail- 
ability and  public  intoxication.  We  are  now 
attempting  to  monitor  and  hold  liquor  out- 
lets responsible  for  alcohol-related  prob- 
lems and  illegal  activity  that  occur  outside 
their  business. 

At  the  same  time,  it  is  imperative  that  we 
address  the  needs  of  substance  abusers  in 
the  Tenderloin.  We  have  begun  a  survey 
that  will  better  inform  us  of  the  drug  and 
alcohol  treatment  services  that  people  be- 
lieve will  help  them  get  into  recovery. 

If  you  are  interested  in  working  on  safety 
and  substance  abuse  prevention  in  the  Ten- 
derloin, please  attend  the  next  SASS  meet- 
ing on  Wednesday,  Dec.  22  at  10:00  a.m.. 


TENDERLOIN  2000:  A  BLUEPRINT 
FOR  CHANG  k 

NOMPC  is  well  on  its  way  towards 
implementing  the  Tenderloin  2000  Plan. 
This  plan  is  an  ambitious  yet  achievable 
diagram  for  achieving  positive  change  in 
the  neighborhood. 

On  October  7.  over  40  Tenderloin  2000 
supporters  attended  a  S.F.  Planning  Com- 
mission hearing  on  the  Tenderloin  2000 
Plan.  The  Commission  unanimously  passed 
four  resolutions  regarding  the  Tenderloin 
2000  Plan.  These  included  directing  staff  to 
have  the  Tenderloin  2000  Plan  serve  as  a 
basis  for  an  area  plan  in  the  City's  Master 
Plan  and  stating  the  Commission  s  intent  to 
consider  the  goals  and  objectives  of  the 
Plan  when  reviewing  development  propos- 
als for  the  North  of  Market  area. 

The  Tenderloin  2000  Plan  was  drafted 
through  the  input  of  over  2500  neighbor- 
hood participants.  They  responded  to  ques- 
tionnaires and  attended  meetings  to  come 
up  with  not  only  objectives  for  the  neigh- 
borhood, but  also  126  strategies  to  imple- 
ment these  objectives. 

The  major  goals  of  the  Plan  are:  1)  IM- 
PROVE PUBLIC  SAFETY;  2)  PRE- 
SERVE. EXPAND  AND  IMPROVE 
HOUSING  THAT  IS  AFFORDABLE 
TO  LOW  AND  MODERATE  -  INCOME 
TENANTS;  3)  REVITALIZE  THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD;  4)  IMPROVE  THE 
PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT;  5l  PRO- 
VIDE NEEDED  HEALTH  AND  HU- 
MAN SERVICES  TO  LOCAL  RESI- 
DENTS WHILE  LIMITING  ADDI- 
TIONAL PROGRAMS  PLACED  IN 
THE  NEIGHBORHOOD;  and  6)  EN- 
HANI  K  COMMUNITY  INVOLVE- 
MENT, COHESION  AND  SERVICES. 

On  October  21.  the  S.F.  Hilton  &  Tow- 
ers hosted  a  gala  kick-off  celebration/ 
fundraiser  to  support  the  implementation  of 
the  plan.  Several  corporations  have  pledged 
their  financial  support  of  NOMPC's  work 
to  implement  the  plan.  Alice  Wadlington. 
NOMPC's  secretary  and  member  of  the 
Tenderloin  2000  Advisory  Committee,  de- 
scribes the  event:  "It  was  an  opportunity  for 
the  Tenderloin  and  its  neighbors  to  come 
together,  respect  each  other,  and  see  the 
possibilities  of  working  together." 

NOW  IS  THE  TIME  FOR  ACTION! 
LET  YOUR  VOICE  BE  HEARD! 
Join  us  on  Saturday,  January  29,  10:00 
a.m.  at  the  Boedekker  Rec  Center,  240 
Eddy  St.,  to  make  plans  for  1994.  Lunch 
will  be  served  to  all  attendees  after  the 
meeting.  Space  will  be  limited,  so  arrive 
early! 
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Yes!  I  want  to  join  NOMPC.  Enclosed  are  my  dues: 

 $3.00  Individual 

 $15.00  Neighborhood  Business/Organization 

 $150.00  Corporation 

 I  would  like  to  make  an  additional  contribution  of:  $_ 

The  issues  I  want  to  work  on  are: 

 Housing   Safety/Substance  Abuse   Zoning 

 Economic  Development   Other:  


1 


Name  

Address. 
City  


Phone 


_Zip  Code. 
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Please  clip  and  mail  to  NOMPC  Membership.  295  Eddy  St.,  S.F.,  CA,  94102  or  come 
j^by  our  office  Monday-Friday  9:00  am— 1:00  pm. 


A    PAID  ADVERTISEMENT 


East  to  West 


Southeast  AsiANs  In 
iUe  US 


Bac  Talk 

by  Bac  Hoai  Tran 


Their  euphoria  does  not  last  long. 
Upon  setting  foot  in  America,  seen  as 
the  most  powerful  country  in  the  world, 
these  refugees  believed  in  earnest  that 
they  can  once  and  for  all  leave  all  their 
problems  behind  and  embark  on  a  more 
or  less  trouble-free  journey  into  an  ever- 
brighter  future. 

Much  to  their  astonishment,  the  longer 
they  stay  in  America,  the  more  conscious 
they  are  of  the  growing  number  of 
problems  the>  have  to  confront,  both  on  a 
daily  basis  and  in  their  long-term  plan- 
ning. It  is  all  the  more  shocking  to  them 
to  learn  that,  despite  its  over-abundant 
wealth.  America  still  has  to  cope  with  the 
same  kinds  of  social  issues  that  are 
besetting  the  poorest  countries  on  earth. 

They  are  deeply  bewildered,  thor- 
oughly mystified. 

Problems  that  they  thought  they  had 
left  behind  in  Vietnam  haunt  them  again 
in  America — poverty,  unemployment, 
homelessness.  gangs,  crime,  drugs,  and 
v  iolence.  They  form  the  major  part  of 
their  English  vocabulary  and  shape  their 
refugee  experience  to  a  certain  degree, 
defining  their  knowledge  of  their  newly- 
adopted  country.  They  also  begin  to  have 
a  clearer  idea  about  what  constitutes 
stress,  pressure,  and  depression. 

And  to  crown  it  all.  some  of  their  own 
kids  run  away. 

Of  course,  kids  run  away  in  Vietnam, 
too.  But  over  here,  where  English  is  the 
official  and  predominant  language  and 
where  independence  and  self-esteem  are 
stressed  over  respect  for  your  parents,  the 
matter  is  compounded  tenfold. 

English  enters  the  home  and  breaks 


down  any  meaningful  communication 


between  parents  and  their  kids:  the 
parents  are  fluent  in  Vietnamese  and  the 
kids  are  fluent  in  English.  Whenever 
parents  attempt  a  serious  conversation, 
they  feel  so  inadequate  in  English — but 
if  they  speak  only  Vietnamese,  what- 
ever they  say  to  their  children  will  be 
like  water  off  a  duck's  back. 

Whenever  the  kids  want  to  really 
talk  to  their  parents,  they  only  feel  at 
home  in  English.  After  a  minute  or  two 
of  labored  conversation  in  any  one 
language,  the  thread  of  their  communi- 
cation begins  to  unravel.  So  parents  and 
kids  often  resort  to  a  confusing  mixture 
of  both  Vietnamese  and  English  that 
does  not  always  make  sense. 

The  worst  moment  comes  when 
frustrated  parents  fly  off  the  handle  and 
shout  at  their  kids  in  Vietnamese  and.  in 
turn,  their  kids  hit  the  ceiling  and  shout 
back  in  English. 

After  some  more  passionate  verbal 
exchange,  they  stomp  out  of  the  house, 
slamming  the  door  behind  them,  and 
another  runaway  kid  is  on  the  streets. 

But  let  us  remember  this:  there  arc 
runaway  kids  who  outgrow  these  diffi- 
cult years  of  puberty  and  grow  up  to  be 
fine  people,  successful  people — and 
there  are  parents  who  teach  their  child- 
ren to  speak  perfect  Vietnamese  so  thai 
home  is  a  place  to  talk  and  learn. 

There  are  parents  who  study  English 
very  hard  for  years  and.  together  with 
their  children,  they  have  entered  the 
American  mainstream. 

They  are  giving  something  back  to 
the  society  and  country  to  which  they 
owe  their  freedom  and  their  opportunity 
to  succeed — or  fail. 
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By  Mark  Saxon 


Every  Saturday  at 
3:45  p.m.,  the 
Vietnamese 
congregation  at  the 
historic  St  Boniface 
Church  at  133  Golden 
Gate  Avenue  gathers 
to  worship.  The 
Vietnamese  choir  is 
one  of  the  best  in  the 
city  and  beneath  the 
high,  frescoed  apse, 
their  voic  es  ring 
strong  and  clean 
I  through  the  air. 

|  Photo  Nigel  Medhurst  


Man  On  A  Mission 


Luat  Nguyen,  like  many  Southeast 
Asians  in  San  Francisco,  has  been  a 
political  prisoner  in  his  home  country,  a 
refugee  and  a  struggling  immigrant  in 
America  who  spoke  little  English. 

But  despite  these  hardships — and 
perhaps  because  of  them — he  will  soon 
become  what  he  has  long  sought  to  be. 

And  the  small  but  devotedVietnamese 
Catholicparish  in  the  Tenderloin  will 
soon  have  someone  who  has  lived  what 
they  have  lived  to  guide  them  spiritually. 

The  49-year-old  brother  at  St. 
Boniface  Church  will  be  ordained  on 
January  29  when  he  will  then  take  over 
St.  Boniface's  350-member  Vietnamese 
parish  from  Father  Joseph  Trong  Nguyen, 
the  community's  current  pastor. 

For  Nguyen,  it  will  be  a  personal 
triumph,  the  realizing  of  a  long-held 
dream  that  has  weathered  imprisonment, 
immigration,  and  life  in  a  new  country. 

In  1983,  Luat  Nguyen,  then  a  Catholic 
seminarian,  was  forced  to  flee  his  native 
Vietnam  after  his  country's  communist 
leaders  began  a  crackdown  on  organized 
religion.  After  two  months  in  a  Vietnam- 
ese prison,  he  escaped  to  a  refugee  camp 


in  the  Philippines  before  eventually 
reaching  the  United  States. 

Eight  years  later,  he  learned  English 
well  enough  to  conduct  church  services. 

His  hardships  have  made  him  even 
more  determined  to  help  those  who  want 
a  better  life. 

"Poor  people  need  us  to  be  with  them," 
said  Nguyen.  "The  ministry  is  not  here  to 
always  do  something,  but  to  always  be 
here  for  people.  The  church  should  be  in 
solidarity  with  the  poor." 

That  sensitivity  can  be  seen  in  how  the 
Vietnamese  services  at  St.  Boniface 
reflect  Vietnamese  cultural  traditions. 

"The  basis  of  the  services  and  the 
rituals  are  the  same,  but  the  way  we  act  in 
church  is  totally  different.  Vietnamese 
church-goers  are  more  quiet  and  expect- 
ant," he  said,  comparing  them  to  English 
and  Spanish-speaking  congregations.  But 
when  asked  to  participate,  he  added,  they 
respond  with  passion,  singing  hymns  and 
responding  during  services. 

Like  the  personal  hardships  he  has 
battled,  Nguyen  sees  the  poverty  of  his 
parish  as  a  challenge  to  be  met — and  won. 

— Mark  Saxon  is  a  U.C.  Berkeley  journalism 
student  who  lives  in  the  Tenderloin. 
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Two  dam  ct\  smile  at  the  Bon  Kathin  celebration  that  was  held  at  the  Booker  T. 
Washington  Gymnasium  un  on  November  6. 


A  Gym,  A  Festival  and  a  New  Set  of  Robes 


By  Chat  Sath 

It's  a  long  way  from  the  open  fields 
that  surround  Cambodian  villages  to  the 
Booker  T.  Washington  gymnasium. 

But  each  November,  underneath  the 
basketball  nets.  Cambodians  in  San 
Francisco  make  the  spiritual  leap  and 
celebrate  Bon  Kathin.  a  holy  day  of 
festivities  and  fun. 

According  to  the  Chief  Monk  of  the 
Nagara  Temple  on  Lincoln  Way — 
Cambodians  rarely  address  each  other  by 
birth-name,  but  rather  by  title  or  honor- 
ific— Buddhist  monks  are  allowed  to  have 
only  three  pieces  of  clothing  in  their 
possession  each  year:  a  saffron  blanket,  a 
two-fold  robe,  and  a  saffron  robe  for 
wearing.  They  can  exchange  old  robes  for 
new  only  in  the  month  of  Asoch — 
November  and  December. 

As  the  custom  developed,  Bon  Kathin 
came  to  be  celebrated  every  year  as  a  day 
of  presenting  new  robes  to  the  monks,  an 
act  which  gives  people  religious  merit  in 
the  eyes  of  the  Buddha. 

Like  the  celebration  in  Cambodia,  the 
festivities  began  with  long  and  stirringly 
beautiful  chants  by  the  temple's  monks, 
after  which  they  received  their  gifts  of 
new  robes.  A  show  of  folk  and  classical 
dances  followed  that,  despite  the  limita- 
tions of  the  gym,  was  joyous  and  loud. 

Then  the  Chaiyum  parade,  led  by  a 
group  of  drummers  and  two  dancers 


(usually  disguised  in  masks),  weaved 
along — much  as  it  would  in  the  open 
roads  and  fields  of  a  village  at  home — to 
the  beating  of  drums  and  singing  voices. 

In  their  traditional  finery,  people  of  all 
ages  walked  around  the  gym  two  or  three 
times,  bearing  gifts  in  their  hands  or  on 
their  heads  and  collecting  money  from 
those  who  wished  to  give. 

The  gifts  and  collected  money  are  set 
aside  for  buying  material  to  fix  the  temple 
or  meet  community  needs. 

Many  celebrants,  like  Than  Phcng,  40, 
grew  to  adulthood  in  Cambodia  and  still 
retain  a  strong  sense  of  Bon  Kathin's 
importance. 

"Each  purpose  of  Bon  Kathin  is 
important — the  religious  and  the  practical 
raising  of  money  for  temple  and  public 
needs,"  Pheng  said. 

Not  surprisingly,  many  young  Cambo- 
dian Americans  have  different  views  of 
the  festival.  Like  many  others.  18-year- 
old  Hin  Hong  said  that  Bon  Kathin  is  "a 
way  for  people  to  get  together  and 
socialize." 

But  for  the  parents,  it  means  watching 
their  recently-coached  kids  performing 
their  traditional  dances — and  taking 
visible  pride  in  the  preservation  of  their 
cultural  past. 

— ChatSath  is  a  Cambodian- American 
poet  who  works  in  the  Tenderloin. 


TENDERLOIN  COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 
385  Eddy  Street 

SUNDAY  2:00  PM  EVERYONE  WELCOME 


MUSIC  PRAYER 
CELEBRATION  OF  HOLY  COMMUNION 

GROUP  DISCUSSION  OF  SCRIPTURE 
in  light  of  our  lives,  our  faith, 
our  doubts,  our  hopes 

San  Francisco  Network  Ministries 
252-5627 
for  more  information 

Glenda  Hope    Scott  Hope 
Penny  Sarvis     Diana  Varela 
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Community  News 


Cambodians  In  San  Francisco  Celebrate  Kathin  Festival 


wjich  sir  wir      pns  whcu 

wis  ^i»t!J«  -  tfu|)fc rmi  §p 
{UtfinciJJglgs  tSunnjRSs^s 
sslfa  awjti  (mRfsannc\5?9 
Rnjisafelf  ri)  gitssynnjRS 

cm  ?RiutfinnjJ8?9stsi  wis 
ttttc&Ans  SRssfctSunmsatri 


-  T  \i 


1 91^18  H  t£^t§yfirijR3S91S 

?9J91fcWto  RCW:RyR1J$RSRS 
QytfSWSRSQUCVTJRSstSl  tg 
CWlj  9^0  ?9Rftn  tSl  Booker T. 
Washington    Rg&yRSS8  Wflttf- 

si?  §  a  r  yi  n  r  hi T  an  fc  S{3  s 

R  5  R  J 15  R  y  S?RU  S0J118U 
*  *  i     on  i 

nnjR§S91S*S8  gSS1HRSS\}J 

ttnnwa^SRtsfcsnuntslfi 


Mtiai  fUHnyunigi  nHnfinnsfensI  S.E 


S.F  Cambodians  Meet,  Welcome  Guests  From  Home 
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Volunteer  Work  in  Cambodia 

4 

If  working  in  Cambodia  is  something  you  have  always  wanted  to  do  but 
have  not  had  the  opportunity  to  make  this  wish  come  true,  here  is  an 
excellent  program  for  you  to  realize  your  dream. 

The  first  of  its  kind,  CANDO  (Cambodian  American  National 
Development  Organization)  is  America's  response  to  the  wishes  of  many 
Cambodian  Americans  to  return  to  their  native  country  to  assist  in  the 
reconstruction  efforts  of  Cambodia.  CANDO  is  jointly  implemented  by 
the  Cambodian  Network  Council  (CNC)  and  the  Private  Agencies 
Collaborating  Together  (PACT)  with  partnership  assistance  from  the 
United  Cambodian  Students  of  America  (UCSA). 

Funded  by  the  U.S.  Agency  for  International  Development  (US AID), 
CANDO  acts  as  a  channel  for  Cambodian  American  students  and  profes- 
sionals to  return  to  Cambodia  on  a  volunteer  basis  for  one  year.  CANDO 
currently  has  25  volunteers,  the  majority  of  whom  are  native  Khmer, 
working  in  Phnom  Penh.  The  current  volunteers  are  due  back  in  the  U.S. 
early  next  year;  therefore,  CANDO  is  recruiting  for  new  volunteers  to 
depart  by  March  94.  CANDO  also  welcomes  applications  from  non- 
Cambodians  who  meet  the  minimum  requirements. 

To  become  a  CANDO  volunteer  one  must  possess  transferable  skills 
and  a  strong  commitment  both  in  the  past  and  present  to  community  ser- 
vices. Qualified  volunteers  must  also  be  U.S.  citizens,  at  least  18  years  of] 
age,  in  good  health,  fluent  in  English  and  able  to  meet  the  Khmer  lan- 
guage requirement  of  S3  level. 

Individuals  with  experience  in  ESL  training,  non-profit  management, 
administration,  office  management,  architecture,  structural  engineering, 
community  development,  environmental  protection,  and  teacher  training 
are  most  sought  after  by  the  program.  CANDO  looks  for  individuals 
with  independence,  self-initiation,  flexibility,  useful  skills  and  above  all, 
commitment  to  public  services  and  the  right  attitude.  Women  are  espe- 
cially encouraged  to  apply. 

CANDO  provides  travel  expenses  to  and  from  Cambodia,  housing,  a 
stipend  of  $725  per  month,  and  medical  insurance  which  includes  medi- 
vac  (medical  emergency  evacuation)  life  and  health  insurance.  Once  in 
Cambodia,  volunteers  will  be  assigned  to  work  with  various  international 
and  indigenous  non-governmental  organizations  (NGOs),  educational 
institutions,  and  government  ministries. 

For  application  package,  please  write  to  CANDO/CNC  at  713  D  Street, 
S.E.  Washington,  D.C.  20003  or  call  (202)  546-4398  for  Ms.  Sotie 
Kenmano. 
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Cambodia 


Funds  Needed  to  Reconstruct  Cambodia 
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Khmer  police  struggle  to  contain  crowds  outside  the  front  gates  to 
Ithe  palace  on  the  first  day  of  King  Sihanouk's  birthday  celebrations, 
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Chief  Monk  Killed  and  Temple  Ransacked 
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Khmer  Rouge  Weapons  Seized 

waRR-ucuwftitf  SGitisnfcju 
wgnfsjinuiutSgs  9doo  tms 

B9iaMMtsi:  RW9tRtn$n?GGS 
tufujtiiJUWt3J|ninu9!iajiwti 
tcinRtyunnmjycBwtti  ypSs 
wisSijnnu  cnssi\Ruy(UMt9l 
tJitslRaluiutuRafiS  hatwly 
gsiuj  'usiyntnsGiu 
WJGtutytiswatw  tsltncunR 

4/  «V  4/ 

tcu9jiSRa?j  \§fuj£RUJRG w 

f\U^GrnnmfwR  S.F.  Chronicle  12-9-93 


tR?tRynRiGiJGSS4siR  U9ys 
GOjyRusfR  tuiujRitnGlijSmj 
fRsamtfl  sonRtonRiuaR  7a 
toriRm  so*  us  uistnstis  oo 

4/  4/  L> 

islsncutannsrinPitGiJtsisi 

4/ 

tcinRmtGlH§m?R  tKajMRR 
tsis  tnssiy  thri  wu  tns|n: 
tis  o£  fajn 

«jRtRGtGnu9l  teiujtnsus 
Lun^tpriGSS  do.nloo  tflcutuf 
tusaiprilt»8:tiaftfj  t\Rlf[isi: 
nntGiJUStuncps  din:ri9JU 
sausimtija^Ri 

tCUTRlUUnilRIJU  oTto  til 

iMtiiR  isltftfjunu  tpssetntu 
tii  "tiRtG'utfasiAhs'i:  URnny 

4/  " 

8RU|Rl  iacumsGgiuj  d  R9j 


tr  qui  itfJAirioffAn :  gff  i  gi  ft  owiiti  tun  s  fjtfe  * 


Royal  Cambodian  Government  Appointed 
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Kins;  Sihanouk  Rclracls  Offer 


On  1  December,  King  Sihanouk  withdrew  his  offer  to  include 
some  Khmer  Rouge  representatives  in  senior  government  posi-| 
tions.  The  retraction  follows  opposition  from  First  Prime  Minister 
Prince  Ranariddh  who  noted  the  constitution  requires  that  senior 
government  officials  be  selected  from  parties  represented  in  the 
Rational  Assembly. 

Sihanouk  announced  his  decision  in  a  letter  to  nominal  Khmer! 
[Rouge  leader  Khiev  Samphan  on  27  November:  "I  would  like  to 
inform  your  excelency  that  Prince  Ranariddh  has  rejected  my  pro- 
posal offering  your  excellency's  party  some  positions  such  as  co- 
minister,  co-vice  minister,  co-secretaries  of  state  in  order  to  solve 
the  problem  of  our  motherland  in  the  spirit  of  national  reconcilia- 
tion, by  considering  the  proposal  unconstitutional." 

King  Sihanouk  placed  the  onus  on  the  government,  writing:  "I 
have  already  done  my  task— from  now  on  it's  the  royal  govern- 
ment who  is  responsible  for  the  nation."  Khiev  Samphan  was  in 
Beijing  for  talks  with  the  King. 

Indochina  Digest  December  3, 1993 
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So  tay  Tenderloin      Tenderloin  Notebook 

Vtfang  Diep  phu  trach 


Hai  lan  di  ctf 

Dan  Vict  Nam  nguyen  gdc  la  mot  dan 
toe  nong  nghiep.  Nhung  nha  nghien  ctfu 
nhan  chung  deu  cho  rang  cac  dan  toe 
nong  nghiep  deu  sau  nang  tinh  yeu  que 
htfong.  Ngtfoi  Viet  chi  bo  ntfdc  ra  di  khi 
nao  hoan  canh  co  hai  toi  chinh  sinh  mang 
ho  ma  thoi;  chi  luc  do  ho  mdi  chiu  rdi  bo 
noi  chon  nhau  cat  rdn. 

Da  hon  ntf  a  ddi  ngtfdi  nay  toi  moi 
thay  tham  thia  y  nghia  nhtfng  giot  ntfdc 
mat  cha  me  toi  do  xuong  khi  ho  btfdc  chan 
xuong  tau  "ha  mdm"  de  rdi  mien  Bac  di  ctf 
vao  Nam.  Toi  da  di  ctf  toi  hai  lan:  lan  dau 
vao  nam  1954  di  ctf  ngay  trong  chinh  dat 
ntfdc  Viet  Nam  mang  theo  "cong  rau 
muong"  ttf  Bac  vao  Nam,  chay  mot  mach 
vao  toi  dat  Sai  Gdn  day  nang  am.  Lan  thtf 
hai  gat  ntfoc  mat  ttf  gia  cac  ngtfdi  than 
yeu  de  len  phi  co,  khdng  quen  mang  theo 
mot  n3m  dat  que  hUong,  lam  mot  leo  di 
ctf  sang  dat  Co  Hoa  nay. 

Mot  mien  dat  lanh 

Manh  dat  ma  gia  dinh  toi  dat  btfdc 
chan  dau  tien  len  la  khu  Tenderloin. 
Nhiing  ngUdi  d  day  lau  deu  ne  khu  nay, 
nhiing  doi  vcri  rdi  va  nhtfng  ngUdi  moi 
tdi,  thi  that  la  mot  noi  dat  lanh  co  nhieu 
htfa  hen  trong  ttfong  lai.  Tai  sao  chung  toi 
lai  goi  khu  bac  nhac  xtfong  xau  nay  la  khu 
vtfc  dat  lanh? 

Khu  Tenderloin  that  stf  la  mot  mien 
dat  lanh  vi  6  dav  chung  toi  co  the  htfdng 
dtfoc  khdng  khi  hi  do.  Chung  toi  da  tranh 
dtfoc  nhiing  bat  trac,  doi  khd,  su"  tra  thii 
va  chung  t6i  da  co  thi  vun  xdi  cho  con  cai 
m6t  ttfong  lai  day  hu'a  hen.  Ve  ly  Wong  ttf 
do  thi  that  su"  Hoa  Ky  la  vtfng  dat  tuy£t 
d6i  in  do.  I  u  do  ca  nhan  da  dtfoc  lunt 
phap  bao  ve,  ddi  luc  co  ke  con  lai  dung 
qua  trdn  ntfa.  Cha  bu  vdi  6  Viet  Nam,  luc 
Sai  Gon  vtfa  dtfoc  "giai  phdng,"  may  chii 
"can  ngd"  ctf  nhe  may  ngtfdi  deo  kinh  can 
nhtf  tdi  ma  doi  Idt  kinh  ra  vdi  ly  do  "bo 
cac  anh  khinh  tui  toi  ha?"  Con  a  day  co 
deo  tdi  may  cap  kinh  vao  m&t,  vao  dau 
cung  chang  cd  ai  phe  phan  gi  ca!  Ngay  tai 
khu  Tenderloin  nay  neu  chiing  ta  song 
trong  mot  ddi  song  binh  thtfdng  thi  chang 
cd  thay  "phu  lit"  nao  hdi  giay  minh  ca. 

Thtfc  pham  free 

Chinh  khu  "bac  nhac"  nay,  con  goi  la 
mot  vung  cd  day  thUc  pham  free  ntfa! 
Khdng  cd  khu  vile  nao  cung  cap  nha  d 
qua  dem,  thudc  men,  quan  ao,  thUc  pham 
nhieu  nhu  d  day.  Mdi  ngay  ttf  sang  sdm  d 
gdc  dudng  Jones  va  Golden  Gate  cung 
nhu  tai  nha  tho  Glide,  da  cd  nhieu  ngtfdi 
xep  hang  de  nhan  cac  btfa  an,  chieu  tdi  la 
nhan  chd  ngu.  Ngay  trong  khu  vUc  nay  cd 
phdng  kham  benh  va  phat  thudc  mien 
phi.  Nhtfng  ngUdi  mdi  den  chi  can  chiing 
minh  MediCal  la  nhan  du'oc  ngay  nam 
thii  "furniture"  tuy  y  minh  chon  ltfa,  ke  ca 
quan  ao. 


Hang  tuan  V&0  moi  chieu  thu  Sau,  tai 
dudng  Leavenworth,  gitfa  Golden  Gate  va 
Turk,  mot  chiec  xe  tai  day  ap  thuc  pham 
tUoi  xanh  san  sang  phat  khong  cho  bat  cu 
ai  den  sap  hang  va  phat  den  khi  nao  het 
moi  thoi.  Co  mot  gia  dinh  no,  dau  mot 
chiec  xe  cung  con  moi  chinh  inh  ngay  vi 
tri  phat  thuc  pham  va  vo  chong  con  cai 
dang  Koftng  buoc  xuong  xe  de  dung  s&p 
hang.  Sau  khi  moi  ngtfdi  dm  mot  thiing 
thuc  pham  linh  kinh  bo  vao  cop  xe,  ho 
thoai  mai  buoc  len  xe  va  dng  chong  rd  ga 
truoc  nhiing  cap  mat  tu  hoi  ciia  moi 
ngtfdi. 

Tdi  cung  de  y  thay  co  hai  be  gai  dang 
ngUdi  gay  go,  cu  vao  ngay  nay  chung  lai 
cd  mat  tai  day  de  sap  hang.  Ddi  khi,  neu 
thUc  pham  it,  nhan  vien  chua  phat  cho 
chung  truoc,  chung  kien  nhan  cho  nhung 
ngudi  Ion  quen  biet  chia  lai  nhiing  mdn 
ngiidi  ta  khdng  can.  Khi  chiing  nhan  diioc 
nhung  mdn  nay  xong  thi  rd  rang  nhung 
thiing  thtfc  pham  Ion  gan  bang  chung. 
Chiing  khe  ne  le  nhiing  thiing  nay  lai 
chiec  xe  keo  va  kien  nhan  chd  lanh  dot 
hai.  Tdi  to  md  lai  gan  hdi:  "Ba  ma  cac  chau 
dau  ma  de  cac  chau  mang  nang  qua  vay?" 
Chung  ngap  ngiing  tra  ldi:  "Ba  ma  chau 
rat  ban  viec  nha..." 

Mot  vai  thanh  nien  khdng  sap  hang, 
chd  cac  chi  lanh  xong  den  "share"  mot  vai 
cu  khoai,  hanh  tay,  cii  cai...  cho  mot  noi 
soupe.  Cac  chi  vui  ve  chia  them  nhung  ho 
bao  thoi  dii  cho  mot  noi  soupe  rdi.  Cd 
nhiifng  ngUdi  ldn  tudi  vi  cham  chan  den 
mudn,  cac  chi  cung  khdng  ngai  ngan  gi 
ma  chia  xe  mot  phan  cho  ho- 

Nhiing  con  rim  cao  thiiong 

Ai  biidc  vao  khu  Tenderloin  deu  thay 
nhu"  ghe  ghd  cai  gi  ay.  Tieng  6n  ao  huy§n 
nao  cua  mot  canh  sinh  hoat  xa  hdi  da 
chiing  lam  cho  nhiifng  ngUdi  chUa  King 
song  tai  day  cam  thay  lo  ngai.  That  ra  tai 
chinh  khu  nay  cd  nhiifng  tarn  hon  thanh 
thien,  khdng  thieu  nhiing  con  tim  cao 
thiiong.  Nhang  tarn  hon,  nhiing  con  rim 
nay  lai  nam  ngay  trong  nhiifng  khdi  dc  cua 
nhQng  ngiidi  homeless  tai  day.  Tdi  da 
muc  kich  tan  mat  mot  ngiidi  homeless  da 
den  da  can  dam  dudi  b.it  mot  ten  aidp 

.  Ten  ciidp  giat  chan  du~dng  mdt  phu 
ntf,  ham  doa  giat  chiec  day  chuyen  vang. 
Ba  ta  la  16i  kdu  culi.  Mdt  ngxidi  homeless 
da  den  dting  ben  kia  dudng  phdng  ngang 
qua.  Ten  eddp  giat  lung  rung  bd  chay. 
Anh  homeless  cd  gang  dudi  theo  tdi  cudi 
dddng  thi  ten  ciidp  giat  da  len  du'oc  vao 
mpt  khu  ddng  ngiidi  rdi  linh  mat.  Trai  vdi 
nhiifng  y  nghi  tnidc  day  cho  rang  xa  hdi 
My  la  may  mdc  lanh  nhat  thieu  tinh  ngu*di 
thi  day  lai  la  mdt  hoat  canh  day  tinh 
ngiidi,  day  su"  diim  boc  giup  do.  TSm  hdn 
cao  thdong  nay  lai  nam  ngay  d  ngiidi 
homeless  da  den  dau  khd  nay! 

D§  t  lanh  chim  d|u 

Dat  cd  lanh  thi  chim  mdi  dau.  Ai  ndi 
khu  Tenderloin  nay  chi  cd  nhuttg  bd  mat 
tieu  oic  thi  that  la  sai.  Tdi  ac  giat  giot  thi  d 
dau  cung  phai  cd,  hoac  it  hay  nhieu  ma 
thoi.  Dieu  cot  yeu  la  d  chiing  ta,  nhCfng 
ngUdi  dan  hien  song  tai  day,  chiing  ta  cd 
mudn  khu  dat  nay  duoc  lanh  hoan  toan 
hay  khdng.  Tiiy  thudc  d  chiing  ta,  chiing 
ta  phai  tich  ciic  vun  dap  gia  dinh,  cham 
sdc  con  cai,  va  ngay  chinh  chung  ta  dau 
tien  phai  kien  toan  kha  nang  va  dao  due 
tnioc  da.  Toan  khu  Tenderloin  nay  voi  tat 
ca  cac  gia  dinh  deu  nhu  vay  ca  thi  nhat 
dinh  se  thanh  khu  cU  tru  sinh  hoat  giiong 
mau  nhat. 


Ldi  Dan  Do 


Mot  nam  qua  di  ban  nghi  gi? 
"Hat-O"  anh  hai  ke  hi  khi 
Gia  hi  que  me  hon  tha  thiet 
Hoai  bao  chan  rinh  cua  ngiidi  di! 

"Phai  co  danh  gi  voi  niii  song,"  * 
Ldi  xiia  dan  mai  giiif  trong  long. 
Cuoc  song  ben  nay  bon  chen  lam, 
Lam  sao  rang  ro  ca  Phiiong  Dong! 


Quen  di  triu  nang  noi  tha  phiiong, 
Chut  gi  to  tham  canh  que  hiiong. 
Mai  sau  co  tro  ve  que  cu, 
Khong  ho  me  gia  toe  diem  sUong. 

Diep  Hong 

*  Cau  tho  cua  Nguyen  Cong  Tri* 


Hay  quan  tarn  den  sue  khoe 
ciia  phu  nu*  chung  ta 


Attention  Called  to  Vietnamese  Women's  Health 


Bni  viet  ciia  chi  Bich  Loan 

Gan  day,  mot  so  dong  nguoi  Viet  viia 
den  My,  ho  chen  chuc  song  trong  khu 
Tenderloin.  Ho  la  nhung  nguoi  vita 
rc^i  khoi  Viet  nam,  xuat  canh  theo 
dien  HO,  ODP,  PIP...  Ho  dang  chap 
chung  bride  vao  cuoc  song  mdi  va 
dang  hoi  nhap  vao  xa  hoi  My. 

Qua  nhung  sii  can  thiet  ma  ho  duoc 
xa  hoi  giup  do  ho  ve  vat  chat  va  an  iii 
ho  ve  tinh  than,  ho  con  nghi  den  mot 
dieu  het  sue  quan  trong,  do  la  "SLfC 
KHOE"  nhat  la  sue  khoe  cua  ngiidi 
"PHU  NO." 

Luc  con  d  Viet  Nam,  khi  bi  benh, 
chi  em  chung  ta  thiiong  hay  co  thoi 
quen  mua  thuoc  ve  nha  tu  chCia  lay 
ma  khong  can  toa  bac  si  hay  dung 
thudc  cua  ban  be  gidi  thieu.  Do  do, 
keo  dai  thoi  gian,  lam  benh  trd  nen 
tram  trong  va  ngat  ngheo  hon. 

Nhiing  tien  bo  trong  lanh  vdc  y 
khoa  hien  nay  da 


nang  cao  su  hieu 
biet  cua  chiing  ta 
trong  viec  phong 
benh,  som  phat 
hien  benh  de  chCia 
tri  benh,  co  the  lam 
giam  nguy  co  sd 
mac  benh. 

Dii  sao,  vain  de  phdng  benh  van 
con  la  khai  niem  moi  md  trong  Cong 
Ddng  Viet  Nam.  Nhan  thiic  du'oc  tarn 
quan  trong  tren,  vao  gitfa  thang  11/ 
93,  mot  so  chi  em  thudc  gia  dinh  Hoi 
Ai  HCfu  HO,  SF,  hiidng  u"ng  va  phoi 
hop  vdi  Cd  The  va  Cd  Bich  trong 
Chdong  Trinh  "SLfC  KH6e  LA 
VANG"  ciia  truing  Dai  Hoc  Y  Khoa 
California,  San  Francisco,  tap  trung, 
phat  dong  va  pho  bien  phong  trao 
PHONG  BfiNH  cho  phu  nuf  Viet 
Nam,  ma  diem  xuat  phat  lan  dau,  iiu 
tien  danh  cho  phu  nu'  Khu  Tender- 
loin. 

Chi  em  trong  gia  dinh  HO  da  diioc 
hoc  tap  va  to  chdc  hoat  ddng  den 
hing  nhdm,  lam  quen  vdi  cac  chi  ban 
lang  gieng.  Chi  em  nhac  nhd  voi  nhau 
nen  cham  sdc  sifc  khde  ciia  chinh 
minh  qua  each  an  udng  lanh  manh,  an 
nhieu  rau  qua,  kieng  ciif  chat  beo  de 
tranh  bi  cholesterol  mau  cao,  nghi 
ngoi  day  dii,  tap  the  due  deu  dan. 

Nen  lay  hen  de  KHAM  SLfC 


KHOh  T6NG  QUAT  DINH  KY  va 
CIU  HEN  do,  vi  Lcrj  ich  ciia  su  kham 
sue  khoe  dinh  ky  la: 

-  Phat  hien  benh  som,  co  the  chtta 
lanh  benh  hoan  toan  va  tri  de  dang 
hon. 

-  Phi  ton  tri  nhung  benh  phat  hien 
som  thiiong  it  ton  kem  hon  nhung 
benh  phat  hien  qua  tre. 

-  Yen  tarn  khi  biet  ket  qua  viec 
kham  sue  khoe  long  quat  dinh  ky, 
qua  each  cham  soc  sue  khoe  ciia 
minh,  Bac  si  cho  biet  sue  khde  ciia 
minh  (ct   Mot  linh  hon  minh  man  chi 
co  the  ton  tai  trong  mot  than  the 
trang  kien." 

"SLfC  KHOE  LA  VANG"  cung  la 
"chia  khoa"  md  ciia  du'oc  tat  ca.  Giti 
diioc  siic  khde  la  bao  ve  diioc  hanh 
phiic  gia  dinh,  lanh  manh  hoa  xa  hoi. 
Phu  ntf  la  ning  hoa  khoe  sac  tham, 
ma  sac  dep  do  co 


Chung  tdi,  gia  dinh  Hdi  Ai  H&u 
HO,  mong  doi  ca"c  chi  em  phu  nil 
trong  khu  phSnhin  it  thi  gio  tiep 
tay  voi  chung  t6i  d4 chia  xe"  kinh 
nghi?m  va  nit  iru  khuyit  di4m. 


diioc  hay  khdng  la 
do  mot  phan  ldn, 
chi  em  chiing  ta 
biet  cham  sdc  stfc 
khde  ciia  chinh 
minh  qua  each 
phong  Wnh  hem 
chtfabenh." 
Cac  chi  em  than  men, 
Trtfdng  Dai  Hoc  Y  Khoa  California, 
San  Francisco,  htfong  ve  khu  Tender 
loin  ciia  chiing  ta,  dang  pho  bien  de 
tai  Phdng  Benh  va  se  day  manh  , 
chtfong  trinh  Phdng  Ngtfa  Benh  Ung 
Thii  Trong  Ttfong  Lai.  Chiing  tdi,  gia 
dinh  Hdi  Ai  Htfu  HO,  mong  doi  cac 
chi  em  phu  ntf  trong  khu  pho  nhin  it 
thi  gio  tiep  tay  vdi  chung  tdi  de  chia 
xe  kinh  nghiem  va  nit  tfu  khu  yet 
diem. 

Chiing  ta  se  gop  y  vdi  nhau  ve  van 
de  khd  khan  ciia  nhtfng  chi  em  khdng 
cd  MediCal  va  htfong  gitfp  do  giai 
quyet  trong  lanh  vtfc  chuyen  mdn  cua 
Trtfdng  Dai  Hoc  Y  Khoa  California, 
San  Francisco  nhtf  the  nao,  de  chi  em 
de  dang  trong  viec  KHAM  SLfC 
KHOE  T6NG  QUAT  DINH  KY  ma  it 
ton  kem  va  cd  ngtfdi  Viet  Nam  thong 
dich  trong  benh  vien. 

Xin  lien  lac:  Chi  Qui  HO  7,  chi 
Loan  HO  8,  chi  Hoa  HO  9  va  chi  Mai 
HO  10.  Dien  thoai:  (415)  921-8461 . 


Tai  nha  tho  St  Boniface 
tren  du'dng  Golden  Gate 
trong  khu  Tenderloin,  sau 
mot  buoi  le  dinh  ky  vao 
chieu  ngay  Thu'  Bay. 

Frere  Nguyen  Luat  se 
du'oc  thu  phong  linh  muc 
cua  cong  doan. 


Some  of  the  350 
Vietnamese  Catholics 
who  make  up  the 
Vietnamese  congregation 
at  the  Tenderloin's 
historic  St.  Boniface 
Church  leaving  after  the 
regular  Saturday 
Vietnamese  mass. 

In  January,  Brother 
Luat  Nguyen  will  he 
ordained  as  the 
congregation's  priest. 


IPholo:  Nigel  Medhurst 
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Mot  buoi  le  thi  len  dai 

Fighting  Towards  the  Future 


Phong  su  cua  Tran  Hoai  Bac 

Vao  ngay  miing  4  thang  12  viia 
qua,  tai  Hoi  Quan  Viet  Nam  tren 
diidng  Larkin,  anh  Nam  Anh,  mot  vo 
su  33  tuoi  thudc  mon  phai  Thieu  Lam 
Vinh  Xuan,  da  to  chiic  mot  buoi  le  thi 
len  dai  cho  17  mon  sinh  cua  minh 
tnidc  su  hien  dien  cua  khoang  20 
quan  khach. 

Anh  Nam 
Anh  da  theo 
hoc  mon  phai 
nay  diioc  10 
nam  tai  Viet 
Nam.  Anh  cho 
biet  anh  da 
chon  mon  phai 
nay  la  vi  cac 
mon  sinh 
khong chi  don 
thuan  ren 
luyen  ve  the 
chat  ma  con 
tap  trung  vao 
viec  ren  luyen 
mot  tinh  than 
vung  manh. 

Anh 
noi:  "Trong 
qua  trinh  ren 
luyen,  cac  mon 
sinh  phai  trai 
qua  nhieu  thu 
thach  de  co  diioc  sii  hiiong  thanh 
tung  biioc  mot  ve  nhan  thiic  va  each 
hanh  xii." 

Anh  Nam  Anh  cung  cho  biet  la 
mon  phai  nay  xuat  xii  tii  Chua  Thieu 
Lam  ben  Trung  Qu6c  each  day 


khoang  700  nam  va  duoc  truyen  day 
boi  Ngu  Mai  Lao  Niiong  cho  mon 
sinh  dau  tien  la  ba  Nghiem  Vinh 
Xuan. 

Hien  nay  kho  khan  Ion  nhat  ma 
anh  Nam  Anh  va  cac  mon  sinh  dang 
gap  phai  la  mot  dia  diem  tot  cho  vo 
diidng.  Anh  Nam  Anh  noi:  "Hoi 


Photos  Courtesy  ot  Nam  Anh 

Cu  Nguyen  Van  Phung,  giam  doc  Hdi  Quan  Viet  Nam  tak 
San  Francisco,  dang  trao  dai  cho  em  Nguyen  Tan. 

After  his  demonstration,  Nguyen  Tan  proudly  accepts  his  Mack 
belt  from  Nguyen  Van  Phung,  director  of  the  Vie  mam  Center. 


Quan  Viet  Nam  co  qua  nhieu  cot  keo 
va  lai  chat  hep,  dong  thdi  dung  cu  tap 
luyen  cung  rat  la  thieu  thon." 

Ngoai  ra,  cung  con  co  nhiing  kho 
khan  khac  ntfa.  Chang  nan,  anh  Nam 
Anh  cho  biet:  "Nhan  thuc  ve  vo  thuat 


cua  nhieu  bac  cha  me  van  cho  rang 
hoc  vo  chi  la  de  danh  dam.  Lich  sii 
phat  trien  cua  vo  thuat  gan  lien  vdi 
van  hoa  va  la  mot  phan  khong  the 
thieu  diioc.  (3  Viet  Nam  ngiidi  ta 
thudng  hay  noi  rang  'Nhat  dang 
huyen  dai  khong  bang  dao  phay 
chem  len.'  Qua  den  My  thi  no  bien 
thanh  cau  'Mu'di  nam  tap  vo  khong 
bang  ngon  trd  bop  co.'  Do  do  ngudi  ta 
noi  rang  vo  thuat  chang  giup  duoc  gi 
ca.  Nhung  thuc  chat  vo  thuat  mang  lai 
cho  moi  mot  con  ngiidi  rat  nhieu  dieu 
tot. 
Cham 
chut 
ren 
luen 
da 

gat 
hai 
duoc 
si* 
kien 
nhan 
va 
con 
ngudi 
khdi 
sii  su 

bang  hai  chu"  kien  nhan.  Nhung  dieu 
tot  khac  nua  la  sue  khde  va  tinh  than 
vo  si  dao.  Ngay  nay  chung  ta  ngudng 
mo  tinh  than  vo  si  dao  cua  ngiidi 
Nhat,  Dai  Han,  Trung  Hoa." 

Tai  buoi  le  thi  len  dai  nay,  anh 
Nam  Anh  gidi  thieu  mon  sinh  liu  hi 


nhat  cua  minh  la  Dang  Huu  Diic. 
Nam  nay  Due  duoc  20  tuoi  va  dang 
theo  hoc  mot  tnidng  dai  hoc  hai  nam 
de  tro  thanh  mot  ky  thuat  vien  ve 
dien  hi  va  may  dien  toan.  Du  chi  mdi 
theo  hoc  tai  Vo  Diidng  Than  Phong 
duoc  4  thang,  Diic  da  tro  thanh  mot 
mon  sinh  liu  tu.  Due  cho  biet:  "Hoc  vo 
la  de  cho  sue  khde  va  long  tu  tin. 
Cach  Thay  Nam  Anh  day  tu  do  thoai 
mai  cho  nen  thich  thu  hon  nhung  cho 
khac." 

Trong  hon  mot  tieng  dong  ho  cac 


Cac  mon 
sinh  dang 
Ibieu  die/7  te 
vuot 
chuong 
ngai. 
At  a  demon- 
stration and 
graduation 
ceremony, 
students 
watch  while 
fellowc lass- 
mates 
perform. 
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mon  sinh  da  lan  luot  bieu  dien  cac 
diidng  quyen  can  ban  va  cach  te  vuot 
chuong  ngai.  Ket  thuc  buoi  le,  Cu 
Nguyen  Van  Phung,  giam  doc  Hoi 
Quan  Viet  Nam,  da  ciing  voi  mot  so 
nhiing  quan  khach  khac  trao  dai  cho 
cac  mon  sinh. 


( 
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La  thu  cua  Nam  Anh 

Lan  song  di  dan  va  ti  nan  van  hep 
tuc  do  vao  nude  My  va  so  liipng  cu" 
dan  thanh  thi  ngay  mot  gia  tang  da  la 
mot  nhu  cau  ddi  hoi  thanh  pho  phai 
cd  nhiing  no  liic  de  dap  ling  va  cai 
thien  ddi  song  cho  cu"  dan  trong  tiing 
khu  viic,  nhat  la  nhiing  khu  viic  ma 
mat  do  dan  cu"  tro  nen  dong  due,  bao 
gom  nhieu  sac  dan  va  nhieu  nen  van 
hoa  rieng  biet.  Tenderloin  la  mot 
phan  khong  the  thieu  diipc  cua  th.anh 
pho  San  Francisco  noi  tieng  tren  the 
gidi. 

Vdi  tinh  da  dang  va  phiic  tap  do, 
td  bao  The  Tenderloin  Times  hi  lau  da 
la  mot  ngiidi  ban  dong  hanh  khong 
the  thieu  cua  khu  viic  nay  va  nhiing 
vung  lan  can  khi  ma  tat  ca  moi  ngiidi 
deu  cd  chung  mot  nhu  cau  diipc  nhan 
nhiing  thong  tin  ve  moi  dien  bien 
chung  quanh  lien  quan  den  cuoc  song 
cua  chinh  minh. 

La  mot  doc  gia  thiidng  xuyen  cua 
bao,  tdi  xin  man  phep  du"oc  cd  doi 
dong  gdp  y  de  gdp  phan  vao  viec  gidi 
thieu  ngu"di  ban  cua  minh  sao  cho 
ngay  mot  trd  nen  than  thiet  va  quen 
thupc  vdi  moi  ngu*di. 

TrUdc  tien,  phai  nhin  nhan  la  td 
bao  da  cd  s\i  ti^n  bp  thong  qua  nhiing 
co  gang  ldn  de  sao  cho  so  lu'png  bai 
viet,  d£  tai  viet  va  nhiifng  hinh  anh 
chon  dang  ngay  cang  mang  tinh  pho 
cap  va  phong  phii.  Td  bao  da  gdp 
phan  khong  nho  vao  viec  tuyen 
truyen  va  giao  due  trong  cpng  dong 
vdi  mot  chu  dich  la  giup  cho  khu  vu*c 
^Jenderloinngay  mot  tro  nen  phat 


trien  trong  su"  phon  thinh  va  an  ninh 
trat  hi  hon  de  phu  hop  vdi  boi  canh 
chung  cua  toan  thanh  pho. 

Tuy  nhien,  viec  du"a  td  bao  den  tay 
moi  ngtidi  nhu*  mot  niem  vui  va  don 
nhan  trong  sii  han  hoan  thi  lai  la  mot 
viec  lam  ddi  hoi  td  bao  can  chii  y  hon 
ntfa  vao  nhQng  diem  sau  day: 

Tnidc  het  la  ten  goi  cua  td  bao  can 
phai  diipc  in  lai  6  mot  dang  chu"  khac 
sao  cho  sang  sua,  ro  rang  va  dam  net 
hon  de  nhii  mot  niem  hn  ve  su"  thay 
doi  dan  bo  mat  cua  khu  vuc  Tender 
loin  tii  lau  da  in  vao  an  Wong  cua  cu" 
dan  thanh  pho  nhu'  la  mot  noi  can 
han  che  di  lai  va  hep 
xiic. 

Ke  den,  td  bao  van 
chiia  duoc  rong  rai  cu" 
dan  goc  Viet  Nam  va 
Cam  Bot  don  nhan  vdi  ^ 
mot  nguyen  nhan  de 
hieu  la  vi  hang  rao  ngon  ngii  6  be  mat 
cua  td  bao  da  khien  cho  ho  khong 
nhan  ra  diipc  mot  dieu  quy  bau  la 
phia  ben  trong  ho  cd  the  theo  doi  moi 
tin  hie,  thdi  su"  bang  tieng  me  de.  Co 
can  thiet  khong  khi  hai  dong  chQ 
bang  tieng  Viet  va  tieng  Mien  "Hay 
doc  va  co  dong  cho  bao  The  Tender- 
loin Times"  thay  vi  nam  6  phia  trong 
hay  sau  cung  that  khiem  ton  thi  cd  the 
chuyen  ra  phia  tnidc  6  mot  vi  hi  sao 
cho  de  diipc  tim  dpc?! 

Tenderloin  ngay  nay  dang  dan  trd 
thanh  mot  trong  nhiing  khu  viic  budn 
ban,  sinh  hoat  sam  uat  cua  thanh  pho. 
Nhu"ng  vi  hi,  tarn  vdc  cua  khu  viic 
van  ludn  bi  nhiing  gidi  han  dang  ke 
neu  nhu*  ehiing  ta  khong  bang  moi 
each  de  thay  doi  dan  bp  mat  cua  no 


sao  cho  tien  bo  tot  dep  hon.  Cong  viec 
kho  khan  nay  truoc  tien  phai  bat  dau 
tii  su"  giao  due,  tuyen  truyen  ve  nhan 
thiic  ve  tinh  van  hda  va  tham  my  cua 
cii  dan  hong  khu  viic  de  tranh  di  tarn 
ly  budng  xuoi  pho  mac  hay  y  lai  vao 
chinh  quyen  thanh  pho  va  coi  nhu"  do 
khong  phai  la  viec  rieng  cua  minh.  Va 
cdng  viec  nay  thi  td  bao  se  gop  mot 
phan  khong  nho  bang  nhiing  bai  viet 
cua  chinh  moi  ngiidi  hong  cong  dong 
vdi  long  mong  mdi  thiet  tha  cho  mot 
sii  doi  thay  cd  tinh  quyet  dinh  hiong 
lai  cua  khu  vuc  ho  dang  sinh  song. 
Ciing  nhau  suy  nghi  va  ban  bac  luon 
la  tien  de  cho 
moi  ke  hoach 
phat  trien  cua 
xa  hoi. 

Thieu  nhi 
cung  la  mot 
doi  hipng 
khong  the  thieu  hong  viec  phuc  vu 
cua  td  bao.  Hay  bang  nhiing  hinh  anh 
dep  cd  tinh  giao  due  va  xay  diing, 
bang  nhiing  bai  viet,  nhiing  cau 
truyen  ngan,  gpi  c^m  va  gian  di  de 
cha  me  cac  em  cd  the  xem  td  bao  nhii 
la  mot  ngu5n  tai  lieu  ho  ho  hong  viec 
giao  due  con  em  minh  ve  tinh  van 
hda,  tinh  tham  my  ngay  tii  khi  con 
nho.  Nhiing  hinh  anh  thiic,  sinh  dong 
ve  mot  que  hiiong  dau  kho  cung  cd 
the  giup  ho  hieu  ro  hon  ve  coi  nguon 
va  quyet  tarn  hon  trong  sii  thanh  dat 
hen  mot  que  hiiong  mdi  vdi  nhieu  co 
hdi  hen  than  dang  chd  ddn  ho. 

Co  viipt  qua  kha  nang  hay  khong 
khi  bao  The  Tenderloin  Times  cd  the 
bang  nhieu  each  de  hi  gay  quy  de  sau 
do  cd  the  to  chiic  cac  buoi  hpi  thio, 


...td  bao  The  Tenderloin  Times  hi 
lau  da  la  mot  ngiidi  ban  dong  hanh 
khong  the  thieu  cua  khu  viic  nay  va 
nhiing  vung  lan  c£n... 


gap  go  giOfa  cac  sac  dan  trong  khu 
vuc  de  ho  cd  the  ngoi  lai  ciing  nhau 
trao  doi,  ban  bac?  Va  tii  sii  thong  cam 
hieu  biet  ho  mdi  co  the  xda  dan  di 
nhiing  bat  dong  phat  sinh  hi  nhieu 
nen  van  hoa  khac  nhau.  Bao  cung  co 
the  diing  ra  lam  cau  noi  bang  nhiing 
ngay  le  hdi  van  hoa  chung  trong  do 
moi  cuoc  thi  dau  hufu  nghi  ve  the  thao 
ciing  sii  trao  doi  van  hoa  se  lam  cho 
nhip  song  hong  khu  viic  dan  hd  nen 
sinh  dong,  doan  ket  va  de  cam  thong 
hon. 

(3  trong  sii  gop  y  nay,  cd  the  tdi  da 
diia  td  bao  di  kha  xa  voi  chiic  nang 
truyen  thong  cua  minh.  Nhung,  neu 
lam  diioc  mot  viec  khong  viipt  qua 
kha  nang,  mot  viec  ma  tnidc  day 
khong  mot  hoi  doan  nao  lam  diipc, 
mot  viec  lam  nham  bien  doi  nhiing  y 
nghi  dep,  bai  viet  hay  thanh  hanh 
dong  thiic  te  hieu  qua,  thi  theo  tdi 
khong  can  phai  van  dong,  quang  cao 
chi  nhieu  ma  nghiem  nhien  td  bao  da 
nam  trong  long  moi  ngiidi,  song  ciing 
vdi  moi  ngiidi  hong  mot  hoi  thd 
chung  la  su"  gan  bd,  dan  than  va  tan 
liic  cho  su"  phat  trien  khu  viic  Tender- 
loin ma  td  bao  da  va  dang  lay  lam  ten 
goi  cua  minh. 

Muon  cai  thien  hay  thay  doi  mot 
van  de,  tnidc  het  ehiing  ta  can  phai  cd 
siic  chiu  diing  va  tinh  than  hy  sinh. 
Day  cung  la  nhiing  ldi  gdp  y  cudi  cua 
tdi  trong  pham  vi  bai  viet  danh  cho 
quy  bao.  Kinh  chiic  quy  bao  ludn  phat 
trien  trong  niem  han  hoan  va  chao 
ddn  cua  mpi  ngiidi. 

San  Francisco,  12-6-1993 


23  IWU  WJ 


TIN  TUC  CONG  DONG  NGUOI  VIET  coSJfi^ws 


Chinh  auyen  Hoa  Ky  gay  ap  luc  vdi 
Ha  N6i  de  dWoc  gap  4  ngifdi  My  g6c 
Viet  hien  dang  bi  giam  gi€?  tai  Viet  Nam 

Mot  so  nha  ngoai  giao  Hoa  Ky  cho 
biet  rang  ho  biet  ro  ve  tinh  rrang  5  cong 
dan  Hoa  Ky  dang  bi  cam  tu  tai  Vidt 
Nam  vi  nhu'ng  toi  bao  gom  buon  lau  va 
ciidp  phi  co.  Tat  ca  nhufng  ngucri  nay 
deu  sinh  ra  6  Viet  Nam  va  da  tro  thanh 
cong  dan  My.  Cac  vien  chtfc  Hoa  Ky  da 
duoc  cho  phep  gap  mot  ngtfdi  trong  so 
5  tii  nhan  do  va  ho  van  dang  tiep  rue  yeu 
cau  duoc  vao  gap  nhufng  ngtfdi  con  lai. 

Chieu  theo  nhufng  dieu  khoan  qui 
dinh  cua  Hiep  Uoc  Vienna  thi  cac  vien 
chiic  lanh  sii  quan  cua  Hoa  Ky  co  tham 
quyen  vao  tham  nhu'ng  cong  dan  Hoa 
Ky  bi  cam  hi  de  xem  ho  dang  diioc  doi 
xu  nhu  the  nao.  Tuy  nhien  hiep  uoc  nay 
khong  ap  dung  du'pc  6  day  vi  Hoa  Ky 
khong  co  nhu'ng  lien  lac  ve  ngoai  giao 
vdi  Viet  Nam. 

Diia  tren  nhufng  tin  rue  co  dxioc  tii 
phia  cac  nha  ngoai  giao  va  nhu'ng  bai 
bao  cua  Viet  Nam  thi  4  ngiidi  My  goc 
Viet  hien  dang  bi  cam  hi  la  : 

-  Nguyen  Van  Muon,  lanh  an  rii 
chung  than  vao  ngay  25  thang  8  vi  da 
am  muu  voi  8  kieu  bao  Viet  Nam  6  hai 
ngoai  de  dat  bom  tai  Thanh  Pho  Ho  Chi 
Minh. 


-  Ly  Tong,  lanh  20  nam  tu  vao  thang 
2  vi  da  cu"6p  mot  chiec  may  bay  cua 
Hang  Hang  Khong  Viet  Nam  tu  Bang 
Coc  ve  Thanh  Pho  Ho  Chi  Minh  vao 
ngay  mung  4  thang  9  nam  1992. 

-  Henry  Long,  lanh  an  tu  chung  than 
vao  ngay  mung  7  thang  8  vi  toi  buon  lau 
va  15  nam  tu  vi  toi  hoi  16. 

-  Jimmy  Tran,  lanh  20  nam  tu  vao 
ngay  27  thang  5  vi  toi  am  mUu  voi  5 
ngudi  khac  de  dat  bom  tai  Thanh  Pho 
Ho  Chi  Minh. 

Ngtfdi  hi  nhan  thii  nam  van  chUa 
duoc  net  16  lai  lich  nhUng  bi  ket  toi  la  da 
dao  ngu  trong  thdi  gian  Quan  Doi  Viet 
Nam  chiem  dong  Cam  Bot.  Anh  ta  da 
bo  tron  qua  Thai  Lan  roi  sau  do  sang 
dinh  cu'  tai  Hoa  Ky  va  tro  thanh  mot 
cong  dan.  Anh  ta  bi  bat  giam  trong 
chuyen  ve  tham  ho  hang  tai  que  nha 
vao  nam  1992. 

Theo  bao  The  New  York  Times, 
ngay  10  thang  12  nam  1993 

Nhtfng  ngiioi  nong  dan  Viet  Nam  gat 
vu  miia  bom  dan 

Nhu'ng  ngUdi  nong  dan  Viet  Nam  tai 
Gio  Linh,  mot  thi  tran  ngheo  doi  nhat  tai 
Viet  Nam,  dang  chien  dau  de  sinh  ton 
qua  con  han  han  khoc  liet  nhait  trong  80 


Bai  Hqc  Anh  NgQ 

Tran  Hoai  Ba'c  phu  trach 


Oslo 

The  two  were  opponents  and 
collaborators:  one  the  freedom  fighter 
who  suffered  nearly  three  decades  in 
prison,  the  other  the  enforcer  of  the 
white  power  structure  who  finally 
bowed  to  the  imperative  for  change. 

Yesterday,  they  accepted  the  Nobel 
Peace  Prize  for  their  great  enterprise  of 
bringing  peace  and  nonracial  democ- 
racy within  reach  of  South  Africa. 

In  speeches  that  merged  and  di- 
verged like  tributaries  of  the  Limpopo 
River,  Nelson  Mandela  and  President 
Frederik  de  Klerk  looked  to  a  future  of 
rejoicing  and  prosperity  for  their  coun- 
try, shed  of  the  fears  and  injustices  of 
apartheid. 

Both  said  the  rewards  of  peace  might 
someday  be  measured  in  the  happiness 
and  welfare  of  children.  Both  said  there 
were  dangers  ahead  should  the  process 
of  negotiation  and  multiracial  coopera- 
tion that  they  started  be  derailed  by 
militants.  And  both,  at  least  yesterday 
afternoon,  were  optimistic 
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opponent  (n):  doi  thu 

collaborator  (n):  cong  sU  vien 

suffer  (v):  chiu  dUng,  trai  qua 

decade (n):  thap  men 

structure  (n):  cau  true,  kien  true,  he 

thong 

bow  to  (v):  chap  nhan  (mot  each  mien 
cUdng) 

imperative*  n)  sUbdbu6c,nhucauthiet 
yeu 

enterprise  (n).  du  an  tao  bao 

bring  within  reach  (vphr):  dem  lai  trong 

tarn  tay 

merge  (v):  nhap  lai,  hop  lai 
diverge  (v):  chia,  tach 
tributary  (n):  nhanh  song 
V^e/dice  (v):  an  miing  


Oslo 

Hai  ngUdi  hing  la  doi  thu  va  cong  sii 
vien:  mot  ngudi  la  chien  si  tranh  dau 
cho  hi  do  da  phai  ngoi  hi  gan  ba  thap 
nien,  ngucfi  kia  la  ke  thu"c  thi  cau  true 
quyen  lUc  cua  ngu"di  da  trang  ma  sau 
cung  da  phai  mien  cUdng  chap  nhan 
nhu  cau  thiet  yeu  ve  sii  doi  thay. 

Ngay  horn  qua  ho  da  nhan  lanh  Giai 
N6-ben  Hoa  Binh  cho  du  an  1cm  lao  cua 
ho  trong  viec  dem  hoa  binh  va  che  do 
dan  chu  khong  phan  biet  mau  da  lai  gan 
trong  tarn  tay  cua  ntfoc  Nam  Phi. 

Trong  nhijfng  bai  dien  van  ma  hop 
roi  lai  chia  nhu  nhufng  nhanh  cua  Dong 
Song  Limpopo,  Nelson  Mandela  va 
Tong  Thong  Frederik  de  Klerk  nhin  ve 
mot  Wong  lai  day  noi  han  hoan  va  sii 
thinh  vulong  cho  que  hUong  cua  ho,  gat 
bo  di  nhu'ng  noi  so  hai  va  bat  cong  cua 
che  do  phan  biet  chung  toe. 

Ca  hai  deu  noi  rang  nhu'ng  phan 
thudng  cua  hoa  binh  cd  the  mot  ngay 
kia  se  duoc  do  ludng  boi  niem  hanh 
phiic  va  sU  phon  vinh  cua  tre  em.  Ca  hai 
deu  noi  rang  co  nhieu  noi  hiem  nguy 
trUdc  mat  neu  nhu  hen  trinh  thUong 
thuyet  va  hop  tac  giijfa  cac  chung  toe  ma 
ho  da  khdi  xu"dng  bi  pha  hoai  boi  bon 
chu  chien.  Va  ca  hai,  it  ra  la  vao  buoi 
trUa  ngay  horn  qua,  deu  to  ra  lac  quan. 


prosperity  (n):  su  phon  vinh,  thinh 
vUong 

shed  (v):  bo,  gat  bo,  vat  bo 
injustice  (n):  su  bat  cong 
apartheid  (n):  che  do  phan  biet  chung 
toe  tai  Nam  Phi 
reward  (n):  phan  thUong 
welfare(n):  su  phon  vinh,  thinh  vUong 
negotiation  (n):  sii  thiiong  lUong 
thUong  thuyet 
mu7riraciai(adj):  da  chung 
cooperation  (n):  su  hop  tac 
derail  (v):  trat  dUdng  ray,  pha  hoai 
militant  (n):  ke  chu  chien 
optimistic  (adj):  lac  quan  , 


nam  viia  qua  bang  each  di  lUom  lat 
nhung  loai  bom  dan  chUa  thao  ngdi  cua 
My  ma  con  sot  lai  sau  Chien  Tranh  Viet 
Nam. 

Tarn  thang  trdi  voi  cai  nong  nung 
ngiidi  da  pha  huy  hau  het  miia  lua  nam 
nay  cho  khoang  350  ngan  ngu"di  dan 
cua  tinh  Quang  Tri  thuoc  Trung  Phan 
Viet  Nam.  Trdi  bat  dau  miia  trong  hai 
thang  sau  do,  nhu'ng  cung  da  qua  tre. 

Nhieu  gia  dinh  phai  diiong  dau  voi 
nan  chet  doi.  De  ton  tai,  ho  da  phai  di 
nhat  nhanh  sat  vun  con  sot  lai  sau  chien 
tranh,  ke  ca  nhu'ng  qua  bom  chUa  no  va 
nhung  trai  phao.  Hau  qua  la  nhieu  nong 
dan  da  bi  thUong  tat  hoac  bi  chet. 

Bac  Si  Huynh  Xuan  Tin  cua  Thi  Xa 
Dong  Ha,  Tinh  Qu^ng  Tri  cho  biet  la 
trong  9  thang  dau  nam  cua  nam  nay, 
benh  vien  cua  6ng  ta  da  ciiu  cap  1 1 5  vu, 
do  la  chUa  ke  60  ngUdi  khac  da  bi  chet 
tai  cho  khi  ho  16  lam  cho  phao  bom  no. 

Theo  A  P, 

ngay  11  thang  12  ndm  1993 

M6t  ngUdi  phu  nuT  khong  chiu  de  ma't 
xe  cho  bon  cUdp 

Chi  Nguyen  Tarn,  21  tuoi,  dang  de  xe 
no  may  trUdc  nha  cua  chi  6  San  Jose  thi 
bi  hai  thanh  nien  leo  vao  va  lai  di  mat. 
Chi  lap  hie  duoi  theo  bang  mot  chiec  xe 


khac  cua  gia  dinh  va  lai  cho  dam  vao 
chiec  xe  bi  danh  cap  tai  mot  nga  hi  khi 
den  do.  Mot  trong  hai  thanh  nien  da 
budc  ra  khoi  xe  va  quay  lai  danh  chi  gay 
mui.  Chi  Tarn  khong  duoi  theo  ntia 
nhUng  canh  sat  cung  da  kip  thdi  can 
thiep  va  bat  du"oc  hai  ten  ciidp  nay  sau 
khi  chiing  bo  xe  va  chay  tron  vao  mot 
canh  ning. 

Mot  trong  hai  thanh  nien  do  cd  ten  la 
Jacobi  Solomon  Stone,  1 8  tuoi,  con  thanh 
nien  kia  la  mot  hoc  sinh  17  tu6i  cua 
tnidng  trung  hoc  Yerba  Buena. 

Theo  bao  SF  Chronicle, 
ngay  11  thang  12  ndm  1993 


Hay  doc  va 

co  dpng  bao 
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Tenderloin 

Times 


Hien  nay  tai  San 
Francisco  co  28  ngiidi 
Dong  Nam  A 
dang  mac 
benh  AIDS 

*  Dting  de  ban 
la  ngiidi  ke 
tiep 

*  Hay  ngan 
chan  AIDS 

*  Luon  luon 
dung  bao 
cao  su 

Muon  biet  them  chi  tiet  ve  each  phong 
benh  hoac  can  bao  cao  su  mien  phi,  xin 
lien  lac  vai  Trung  Tarn  Dinh  Cu:  Ngudi 
Ty  Nan  Dong  Nam  A  so  dien  thoai  885- 
2743. 

Chung  toi  co  nhan  vien  noi  tieng  Viet, 
Lao,  Cam  Bot  va  Anh  Ngu. 
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